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SPORTS CAMP 2022
Last week we sent out a number of our Year 6—8 students to participate in Sports Camp. Each year we form a team with
Hamilton SDA School to compete against seven other teams from around the central North Island in 40 different sports
codes at Totara Springs Christian Centre.
This week is one of the highlights of the school year for our students who perform valiantly throughout the week. This
year there were some great performances and each of our families can be proud of how our students represented
themselves, your families, our school and God.
Special thanks goes to Mrs Evans and one of our
parents, Nicole Johannes, who managed the team all
week for us.
See results on page 3 and photo highlights on page 6.

FRIENDS AND FOUNDERS DAY
We were really thrilled with the huge turnout to Friends and Founders Day this year. Since Covid hit we have struggled to
be able to have many of our great events and this is one that we have not been able to hold and celebrate for a few years
now. We were able to have a number of our pastors and church elders kick the day off over a beautiful cooked breakfast
and then enjoy our guest speaker, Billy Graham, before praying for our school.
Billy spent time with both our older two classes during the day speaking life into them and spreading a message about
having high aspirations and believing in themselves and their ability to achieve them.
A big thank you to everyone who came in the evening. We had a great time enjoying Eric
Hill burgers before hearing of the school’s history and being entertained by Billy with his
colourful history, amusing one liners, thought provoking challenges and testimony. We
feel privileged to have Billy and the Billy Graham Youth Foundation partner with our
school and we really appreciate the input he has with our senior students.
Our senior class is looking forward to connecting with Billy again when they go down to
stay with him for a weekend during Term 4. During this time Billy really builds into their
lives and leaves them feeling quite challenged about their own futures and attitudes
toward it.

We want to offer a very big thank you to Rosie and Eric Hill for all their organisation and running of a superb day.
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki
I want to thank you all for the huge turnout at Friends and
Founders Day recently. This was a superb day culminating in an
awesome community night together. It was really great to be able
to have everyone together again after so long.
We are certainly in the busy end of the term at present. Last week
we had a great Sports Camp and we were really proud of the
efforts of our students. There are more great events coming up so
please make sure you join us for any events that you can.
We are also really excited to welcome three new students from
two families to our school. Liam and Meike Oleofse are Year 4
twins that have joined us after moving from Whangarei, and
Isabella Arenhold is a Year 1 student. We are thrilled to welcome
the Oleofse and Arenhold families to our school families.
Compassion in the Bible
This term the core value we are developing in our students is
compassion, leading into service next term. Here I try to share with
you ideas and stories to help you understand the importance of
our core values. I recently read this story and wanted to share it
with you. It comes from Deana Landers from
morningcoffebeans.com:
Sympathy looks in and says, "I'm sorry.”
Compassion goes in and says, "I’m with you.“
Sympathy looks in and says, "I would like to help."
Compassion goes in and says, "I am here to help."
Sympathy says, "I wish I could carry your burden."
Compassion says, "Cast your burden on me."
Sympathy often irritates with many words.
Compassion helps and hears in quietness and understanding.
-Author Unknown
There is a difference between sympathy and compassion that
demonstrates the critical effect of compassion in another
person's life.
A young man named Mark was walking home from school one
day when he noticed that a boy ahead of him had tripped and
dropped all of the books he was carrying, along with two
sweaters, a baseball bat, a glove, and his cellphone.
Mark knelt and helped the boy pick up the scattered articles.
Since they were going the same way, he helped the boy carry
part of the burden. As they walked, he discovered the boy’s
name was Bill, that he loved video games, baseball, history, and
that he was having lots of trouble with his other subjects.
They arrived at Bill’s home first, and Mark was invited in for a
Coke and watched some television. The afternoon passed
pleasantly with a few laughs and some shared small talk; then
Mark went home.
They continued to see each other around school, had lunch
together once in a while, then both graduated from junior high
school. They ended up in the same high school where they had
brief contacts over the years. Finally, the long-awaited senior
year came, and three weeks before graduation, Bill asked Mark if
they could talk.
Bill reminded Mark of the day years ago when they had first met.
“Did you ever wonder why I was carrying so many things home
that day?” asked Bill. “You see, I cleaned out my locker because I
didn’t want to leave a mess for anyone else. I had stored away
some of my mother’s sleeping pills, and I was going home to end
things.’
Bill told Mark that he realised that he didn’t want to die after
spending time together talking and laughing. “I would have
missed that time with you and many other good times in my life
that followed. I am trying to say, Mark, that you did a lot more
when you picked up those books that day. You saved my life.”

Compassion is a character trait that is present in
everyone. However, it is also a trait that sometimes gets
forgotten. It is both innate and can be learned and
enhanced. It is something you can develop with practice. It
involves two things: intention and action. The intention is
simply opening your heart to others, and action is what you
do about it.

We never know when how we react or respond affects those
we come in contact with. Mark’s act of compassion saved a
life, and we might do that without ever knowing it, but there
are ways we can show compassion to our family or the
people we meet every day.
Here are some real-world ways we can show compassion
every day.
• Regardless of how we feel about the effectiveness of wearing
a mask, we must do it wherever we are asked to. Whether it
eases another person’s fears or keeps the virus from
spreading, it shows compassion.
• Open the door for someone especially when they need it.
• Motivate others. Words give life to ideas. Use your words to
inspire others.
• Practice acts of kindness.
• Allocate time to bond with friends and family. Do more than
text. Make a phone call or a visit.
• Words are important. They can break you down or lift you.
Always share encouraging words. We never know when
someone’s life depends on it.
• Share a hug or a handshake. The power of touch can be life
giving.
• Say thank you. We can touch the heart of a perfect stranger
by using manners.
• Offer to help someone with their to-do list or any other thing
you see they may need.
Mark decided to open his heart to another person in
need. He could have walked on past without giving a second
thought. But he didn’t. He decided to help and, in doing so,
he saved a person’s life.

It was a small gesture and only took a few moments for all
that to happen, but that is how compassion works. As
Mother Teresa reminds us, “We cannot always do great
things on this earth. We can only do small things with great
love.”
Imagine what would have happened if Mark had only shaken
his head in sympathy and walked on. We never know what a
difference we can make in someone's life when we show
compassion.
God bless
Alistair Paterson
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SPORTS CAMP RESULTS

OPEN DAY
Next week on Thursday the 15th
the school has an Open Day for
anyone in the community who
would like to come and see
more of what we are about.
Visitors are welcome to come anywhere between 9AM and
6PM to look in classrooms and talk with us about what
makes our school so special.
If you have friends or family that want to know more about
us, or are considering enrolling, please invite them along and
spread the word, we’d love to talk to them.
CROSS COUNTRY
Our annual school Cross Country
run is coming up as one of our
Olympirua events next week on
Friday the 16th of September.
This year we are running the Cross Country out at Pine Lodge
on the Storey’s farm on Okauia Springs Road. This is just
minutes out of town and very accessible to families.
In order to get the whole school out to Pine Lodge we need
your help with transport please. We are leaving school at
12:30PM and expect to be returning by 2:30PM.
This year we have a huge treat. The Hill’s are running a free
sausage sizzle for all who
come out and are part of
cheerleading our students on
in this event. All our students
who compete will get a treat
afterwards too.
Please fill in the return slip
below if you can help with
transport. If you have a junior
student and are not able to
help transport, please leave
your child’s booster seat at
school on the morning of
Friday the 16th.

After a week of intense action
against seven other North
Island teams we were proud of the skill set and grit
demonstrated by our students across the sports codes.
Our team won Archery courtesy of Joel Johannes, the
Chess with Nzyed Avergonzado, and David Sinclair
convincingly won the Cross Country. We also made the
final for Wallball and the semi-finals for Girls Indoor
Hockey, Human Foozeball, Caged Soccer, Ultimate Frisbee
and Boys Volleyball, and finished third in the Cheerleading
with a fantastic chant. All of these events were fiercely
fought battles.
We are immensely proud of what our
students achieved including the very
close calls they had that otherwise left
them finishing next best.

if you can help with transport. If you have a junior student
and are not able to help transport, please leave your
child’s booster seat at school on the morning of Friday the
16th.
CONGRATULATIONS KATY-ROSE ANDERTON
We were thrilled to learn that one of our
former students, Katy-Rose Anderton,
was recently baptised at Matamata Bible
Church. Congratulations Katy-Rose, it is
awesome to see you committed and
growing in your faith.
CONGRATULATIONS MISS HOLLAND
Last week Miss Holland returned to the University of
Canterbury in Christchurch to receive her graduation in
completing her teacher
training and degree at
the end of 2021.
The photo, right, reveals
an excited Miss Holland
with her parents after
the graduation
ceremony.

Cross Country Transport
Please check all of the following points before signing.
I confirm that:
• I am able to be at school for a 12:30PM departure.
• I hold an appropriate current driver’s licence for the vehicle I will be driving.
• The vehicle I will be driving will be registered.
• The vehicle I will be driving is road worthy and will have a current Warrant of Fitness.
• Each passenger will use a seat belt and booster seat as necessary.
• The seating capacity of the vehicle will not be exceeded.
• I agree to stay within the legal speed and obey all road rules.
• There will be no smoking while travelling, at school, or during the event.
• There will be no alcohol.
The vehicle I will be using can seat __________ additional people (other than myself).
Signed: ____________________________

Name: ______________________________

Date: ______________________
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VIOLA MUFTI DAY
For many years now our school leadership team have made
the commitment for our school to sponsor a World Vision
child as part of the outworking of two of our core values;
service and compassion. This means that each month we
need to raise at least $50 to meet this commitment.
Over the years we have run termly mufti days to raise these
funds and have sometimes included special treats for our
students to buy.
Our sponsored child is Viola who comes from World Vision’s
Ngogwe Project in Uganda.

In the Ngogwe community in central Uganda, there is a
population of 35 000 across 73 villages. Families typically
grow their own food. However, harvests often fail due to
infertile soil and ineffective farming methods. Nearly half of
the population struggle to have enough food to eat
year-round.
Child protection is a significant problem in Ngogwe. There is
a high incidence of child abuse, neglect and child marriage
in the community.
By sponsoring children such as Viola, our students are
helping make an incredible difference in vulnerable
children’s lives.
Our support helps improve the physical, emotional,
spiritual and social well-being of really vulnerable children
such as Viola.
Through decades of experience, World Vision has proven
that the most effective way to help a child is to strengthen
their entire community, caring for every child along the
way. In fact, with community-focused solutions, for every
child sponsored, they have found four more benefit too!

Available
Fridays

So far some of the things World Vision has achieved in this
project include:
1,560 households have received family gardens,
ensuring children have enough fresh fruit and
vegetables to stay nourished.
6,204 children in 18 schools are benefitting from
improved teaching methods following training of
school teachers.
1,200 households have learned how some
traditional practices endanger children, increasing
awareness of children’s rights.
500 children have joined a holiday camp to learn
about their personal value, gain career skills and be
spiritually nurtured.
This week on Thursday the 8th of September we are
scheduling our next mufti day for the year. With everything
else that is happening we have decided not to have a
theme as such and let students wear the clothes they are
excited to wear on this day.
To take part in mufti day we ask please for a gold coin
donation. We very much appreciate all those who regularly
give more to try and help us meet the target over the year.

This support helps tackle the hard problems, such as
changing mindsets and behaviours to address the root
causes of poverty.
This project has been in place since 2008 and we have been
a part of it for most of this time. It is due to be completed at
the end of 2023.
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SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS—LAST CHANCE TO VOTE
If you haven’t yet voted in our School
Board elections please take the
opportunity to so now. Voting closes
this week on Wednesday the 7th of
September. Our candidates need your
votes please to select who will be working on the Board
over the next three years.
There are five candidates for the four parent
representative positions. In alphabetical order by surnames
the candidates you are able to vote for are:
Bill Burgess
Karlyn Mataitoga
Cam Nicholls
PJ Olivier
Les Steed-Conway
We are looking forward to introducing you to our new
Board members in the coming issues of the newsletter.

MINBALL
Thank you to all those who have put
their names forward to be part of our
Miniball League next term. We now still
need help with two coaches please. We
are really grateful for this support so if
you can help please let us know
through the school office.

Sports Camp 2022
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CONGRATULATIONS JAZZ VIDAMO
Former student Jazz Vidamo has recently returned from her
trip to Dubai where she was to be awarded for being one of
the top 100 Child Prodigy recipients this year but was then
actually awarded the top Child Prodigy award in Music! The
awards keep coming in for Jazz and her amazing operatic
voice. Well done Jazz!

Even More News - Kawepūrongo
4 1/2 YEAR OLD PROGRAMME—PLEASE KEEP ENROLLING
This term we have been thrilled to
introduce a preparing for school
programme for children aged 4 1/2 and
up. This is an initiative we are running to
help children experience school, make
friends, and start to transition from a
pre-school style of education into the classroom.

Church Community Notices
This column has been set up to support local church and
Christian community events. If your church has an
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for
free by sending details or advertising to
office@matamata.school.nz

Even though this programme is already underway we want
to encourage you to enrol your child in it as soon as they are
4 1/2 . We intend to keep the programme running throughout
the year and children can join in at any time. Children will
come off it once they are ready for school.
The programme is for one morning per week on Wednesday
mornings from 8:50—10:50AM. A parent needs to be
present in the school for these times as the school is only
legally covered to have students aged five and older so
whānau supervision is needed. Sometimes we will be
running programmes for parents during these sessions such
as our highly regarded Reading Together and Maths
Together programmes designed to help parents with
encouraging reading and being able to help with maths at
home.
This service is free and places are limited to 10 children at a
time. Please make sure you enrol in plenty of time so you
don’t miss out.

COMING SOON TO
MATAMATA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Prayer Requests...
We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s
big on our minds at the moment:
• Please continue to pray for health and protection over

our families, staff and communities. God has certainly
been very gracious toward us to date.
• This week please pray for one of our Year 4 students,

Johanna Lapuz. Johanna has had ongoing health
issues since being treated for Leukaemia a number of
years ago. You can find more specifics about what to
pray for on the Lapuz’s Facebook page.
• Please pray for the development of every student

academically, spiritually and physically this term.
• Please pray for all our exciting upcoming events to be

able to go ahead, to be well planned, for God’s safety
and protection, and that each will be a brilliant event
with great learning and experiences.
• And we need you to please pray that God will bring in

further students and families that He wants to be
here to help sustain our roll numbers and long-term
staffing. Attracting people through our Open Day next
week will be another key opportunity for roll growth.

Please contact the school office to be included
Dates for your Calendar
September - Mahuru
7th
School Board Voting Closes
7th
4 1/2 Year Programme and Reading
Together Parent Programme Session 3
8th
Viola Mufti Day
9th
Olympirua Events
14th
4 1/2 Year Programme and Reading
Together Parent Programme Session 4
15th
School Open Day
15th
PCE Meeting
16th
Olympirua Cross Country
20th
Lake Taupō Winter Sports Day
20th
School Board Meeting
21st
Inter School Cross Country
23rd
Olympirua Events
27th
Learning Journal Night
30th
End of Term Assembly and Olympirua
Prize Giving

