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A NEW BOARD
Last week the votes were counted and we are able to announce that Matamata Christian School has a new School Board.

Five parent representatives put their names forward for four positions on the Board. The results were:
Karlyn Mataitoga
34 votes
Cameron Nicholls

30 votes

PJ Olivier

29 votes

Bill Burgess
Les Steed-Conway

20 votes
16 votes

We are very much looking forward to Karlyn, Cam, PJ and Bill serving on your School Board over the next three years.
They are accompanied by Spence Reichardt and Dr Rosie Hill who represent the PCE Board (the board that represents the
ownership of the school and is charged with protecting the school’s special character), Michele Lee as staff representative
and Alistair Paterson who is automatically on as principal.
Once again we want to say a very big thank you to Dr Tim Chen, Craig Hawes and Les Steed-Conway (our former Board
chairperson) who have now finished their time on the Board. All have contributed enormously to what the school is
today.
Over the next months we will be profiling for you who are new Board members are. This starts in this issue with returning
representative Karlyn Mataitoga on page 5.

CROSS COUNTRY
Last Friday we celebrated the latest round of our Olympirua with our annual school Cross Country. This year we were able
to have it out at the beautiful venue of Pine Lodge on the Storey’s farm. The competition was fierce and was backed up
by a great parent cheerleading squad. By request we also had an adult race for the first time and had
eight willing runners! This was also fiercely fought with Cam Nicholls being pipped on the home straight
by Mas Mataitoga who was keen to show where all his kids got their running skills from.
This year everyone was treated to a free sausage sizzle for everyone who went out and ice blocks for our
competitors with the Smit’s also buying everyone Jucies. What a hit these all were! Thank you to
everyone’s involvement in creating a very fun afternoon, for the Storey’s for all their work and letting us
run on their farm, and for Rosie Hill who took a day off work to give everyone a free sausage sizzle.

Please see page 4 for Cross Country results.
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki
I want to thank everyone for such a great turnout to last week’s
Cross Country. This was an amazing event and it was so good to
have the support of everyone. We hope you all enjoyed the ‘treats’
we had organised too.
Thank you also to everyone who helped promote our Open Day
last week. We had a pretty good turnout to this too and would ask
you to pray with us for families to join us so we can stabilise the
roll, particularly for next year. To maintain government funding for
our four classes for next year we need probably another eight
students to enrol for the start of next year. A number of these may
come from last week’s Open Day so pray for this and others over
the next few months.
Compassion
This term the core value we are developing in our students is
compassion, leading into service next term. Here I try to share with
you ideas and stories to help you understand the importance of
our core values. This week we’ll finish off looking at compassion
with the following thoughts and Bible stories that you can also
share with your children. Because of the limitation of space here
most of the stories are only started and need to be looked up with
the given references to be completed.
It’s easy to say we need to love our neighbors as we love ourselves,
but what does that actually look like?
When we think about loving our neighbours what comes to mind?
Over the last weeks I have been saying it is not enough to
sympathise with someone’s plight, or to express sorrow for their
lot in life. Sympathy isn’t enough as it doesn’t change anything.
Extending love to others requires that we first understand
something about their needs. That means trying to put ourselves in
their shoes. In the case of people we already have a relationship
with, it may mean we watch and ask questions to better
understand their situation. In a more general sense, we may need
to educate ourselves about a group whose needs or circumstances
may be different from our own—those who are part of another
generation, another nationality, another ethnic group, another
socioeconomic class.
This is empathy—to do what’s in our power to better understand
another person’s situation, and to consider what it must be like to
walk a mile in their shoes. But is that enough?
Really loving our neighbour also requires that, once we understand
something about their pain, we do what we can to ease it or
lighten the burden. This is where empathy is transformed into
compassion.
Early in the term I listed a number of New Testament stories
involving compassion. Let’s take a look at some again. It’s worth
noting that in the New Testament Jesus’s compassion was often
directed toward complete strangers, and that He willingly
associated with and helped people whom the religious leaders of
the day looked down on.
While we may not have the power to perform miracles, Jesus’
example makes it clear that we should be willing to help others in
whatever way is in our power. Sometimes that means simply
praying for them. Depending on the situation, it may also mean
helping to feed them when they’re hungry, or reaching out to them
when they’re sick, or just being there when they need someone to
listen—whatever we can reasonably do to ease their burden.
The Compassion of Jesus
“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He
saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them,
because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no
shepherd.
See the complete story in Matthew 9:35–38.

Feeding the Five Thousand
“Jesus . . . departed from there by boat to a deserted place by
Himself. But when the multitudes heard it, they followed Him
on foot from the cities. And when Jesus went out He saw a
great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them,
and healed their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came
to Him, saying, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is already
late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the
villages and buy themselves food.’
Follow the rest of this story in Matthew 14:13–21, and see also
the feeding of the Four Thousand in Matthew 15:32-35.
The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
“Then Peter came to Him and said, ‘Lord, how often shall my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?’
Follow the rest of this story in Matthew 18:21–35.
Two Blind Men Receive Their Sight
“Now as they went out of Jericho, a great multitude followed
Him. And behold, two blind men sitting by the road, when they
heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying, ‘Have mercy
on us, O Lord, Son of David!’
See the rest of this in Matthew 20:29-34.
Jesus Heals a Leper
“Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to
Him and saying to Him, ‘If You are willing, You can make me
clean.’
See the rest of this in Mark 1:40-42.
Jesus Raises the Son of the Widow of Nain
“Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called
Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large
crowd. And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a
dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother;
and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with
her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and
said to her, ‘Do not weep.’ Then He came and touched the
open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said,
‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’ So he who was dead sat up and
began to speak. And He presented him to his mother” (Luke
7:11–15).
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
“And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying,
‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’
Follow the rest of this story in Luke 10:25-37.
The Parable of the Lost Son
“Then He said: ‘A certain man had two sons. And the younger
of them said to his father, “Father, give me the portion of
goods that falls to me.” So he divided to them his livelihood.
Follow the rest of this drama in Luke 15:11-24.
Enjoy the coming school holidays.
God bless
Alistair Paterson

News - Kawepūrongo
MASK MANDATE REMOVED
Last week the government removed the
requirement (or very strong suggestion)
that all students Year 4 and above need
to wear face masks in school.
We recognise that we do still have some immunecompromised students and these students may particularly
want to wear masks, and some may choose to wear masks
while around them. We certainly encourage this and
encourage others to be sensitive around this too. At present
wearing masks at school will be a choice for any student.
Face masks are still available for free from the school office
for anyone who would like to wear one.
LATEST HOUSEHOLD CONTACT INFORMATION FROM THE
GOVERNMENT

Household contacts, including those
who have not had COVID-19 in the past
90 days, do not need to isolate for
seven days. Household contacts are
recommended to test daily for five days
from when the case in their household
tests positive and wear a mask when they are out. If they
subsequently test positive, they will be considered a ‘case’
and be required to complete seven days of isolation.
Household contacts who have COVID-19 symptoms should
stay home regardless of the result of their rapid antigen test
(RAT).
People with COVID-19 must continue to self-isolate for seven
days.
Household contacts currently isolating can now follow the
new self-isolation guidelines. If they test negative and are
asymptomatic, they do not need to self-isolate.
LINEWIZE ONLINE PROTECTION
A reminder to everyone that as
part of the school’s investment
into families our School Board
pays for every family to be able to access and download the
Linewize app for up to six devices in each family. This app
protects devices from being able to access material on the

internet that is inappropriate or dangerous. It also
provides parents with feedback on what children in your
family are accessing.

We strongly recommend each family take up this offer and
build into protecting your family. This should not replace
rules that you have set as a family around internet safety,
and practising good cyber stewardship should remain an
expectation. Keep talking to your children about what this
looks like and how to behave online.
Please note there is a new download link to take up this
protection. It is matamata.cybersafetyhub.nz
ELGREGOE RETURNS
Next week, in the afternoon
of the last day of term, we are
thrilled to have Elgregoe the
illusionist come and entertain
our students with his
message of anti-bullying and
being a hero to others. Elgregoe captures our students
attention with clever illusions and tricks (he is careful to
point out that this is not magic nor is it related to magic).
Elgregoe reinforces the importance of developing honesty,
empathy, resilience, using opportunities well, and being
respectful. He is very clever and engaging. You are
welcome to come and watch the show at 1:30PM too but
certainly make sure your children share with you some of
his message and tricks after the show.
Elgregoe and wife Sue come from Christchurch and do not
normally visit the North Island anymore. However, when
they do we are one of only a few schools they visit.
VIOLA MUFTI DAY
We would like to extend a really big
thank you to everyone for supporting
our recent mufti day to raise money for
our ongoing support of Viola, our World
Vision sponsor child from Uganda.
The day raised $170.20 . This helps us to
cover the costs for nearly three months
to support Viola’s growth and
development in World Vision’s Ngogwe
Project. Thank you everyone.
THANK YOU TO THE IHC
Recently the IHC reached out to schools
giving them materials and some
stunning picture books to be shared with
our students. They also gave us the
opportunity to apply for $300 worth of
funding for further readers in our Junior class. We were
thrilled and felt blessed when they chose to award us this
money after we applied!
A big thank you goes to our local branch of the IHC who do
brilliant work supporting families and advocating for the
needs of children with any disabilities.

matamata.cybersafetyhub.nz

News - Kawepūrongo
OLYMPIRUA PRIZEGIVING
As our eighth Olympirua begins to come to an
end we are starting to prepare for our prize
giving. This will once again be combined with
our end of term assembly awards. All are very
welcome to attend this assembly which will start
at 9:30AM on Friday the 30th of November.
We are very excited to have another Olympian come to
present our medals again this year. Genevieve (Gen) Behrent
is a rower who has represented New Zealand in different
events at both the World Championships and Rio Olympics.
Getting an Olympian in for our Olympirua prize givings are a
huge thing and we are very grateful for the support of the
New Zealand Olympic Committee in helping us source such
athletes to do this each time.
A profile about Gen, her story and achievements can be
found on page 6.

Available
Fridays

OLYMPIRUA CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS
After a spectacular event last Friday which saw
many of our students fight for places at the Pine
Lodge based Cross Country we are pleased to
bring you the results:

This was the first time we have ever had an adult Cross
Country. This was requested and to our surprise eight
eager participants got into this with a particularly close
battle for first and third. The full results were:
1—Mr Mas Mataitoga
2—Mr Cam Nicholls

Room 5 (Y1/2)

Girls

Boys

3—Mr Damon McGhie

Gold

Mikaela Christensen

Mika Mataitoga

Silver

Aria Uerata

Alex Burgess

4—Mr Bill Burgess
5—Mrs Lindi van Deventer

Bronze

Cerine van Deventer

Jude Blair

6—Mr Craig Sinclair
7—Miss Sarah Holland

Room 1 (Y3/4)

Girls

Boys

8— Mrs Michelle Burgess

Gold

Tima Mataitoga

Liam Oleofse

Silver

Sophie Burgess

Keanu Seaton

Bronze

Matilta Hildreth

Alexander Godbey

These adults will be happy to know that they scored points
for their children’s house teams too! That is one point for
participation and an additional three points for a win, two
points for second and one point for third. Well done you
fantastic sports people!

Room 2 (Y5/6)

Girls

Boys

Gold

Arieta Mataitoga

Jonathan Hill

Silver

Arielle Tomlinson

Nzyed Avergonzado

Bronze

Taliah Christensen

Zako Olivier

Room 3 (Y7/8)

Girls

Boys

Gold

Milani Mataitoga

David Sinclair

Silver

Sophia Wilhinson

Samuel McGhie

Bronze

Samantha Hill

Aaron Lambert

News - Kawepūrongo
LEARNING JOURNAL NIGHT
On Tuesday the 27th of September, in
the final week of term, family members
are invited to your children’s Learning
Journal night. At the end of each of Terms
1 - 3 students bring parents and family in
to share about their learning and work
over the term. This is a student led conference where your
child does most of the talking. Research shows that when
students can understand and talk about their learning they
engage in and take more responsibility for their own
development, and learning becomes deeper and more
powerful. We really want to encourage you to take the time
to be involved in this as your involvement is a key factor in
your child’s learning success helping demonstrate to them
what importance you place on their learning. You are
allowed to bring anyone to this who may share an interest
in your children’s learning.
As part of the conference you will have a chance to review
the goals you set with your child last term and goal set with
them for the following term. We know that school is not
everything in their development so the goal setting you can
do is about two or three things that you both are agreeing
to work with on over the coming term. While part might be
school related it is more about selecting things connected
to their character, a physical challenge, or perhaps
something they might be working on doing at home. This is
something meaningful to you and them. We have goal
sheets for you on the night that will also help give ideas.
On the night classrooms are open between 3:30 and 7PM.
You do not need to make an appointment, just come along
anytime between these times. This is not a parent - teacher
interview, but teachers will be there to help with
explanations as necessary.
As always, if you would like to discuss any aspect of your
child’s learning further, please make a time with the
teacher. This applies all year round as we want parents to
feel able to come in any time of the year and as often as is
necessary.

INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL BOARD
Now that we have formed a new School Board over the next
issues of the school newsletter I am going to introduce each
to you. There are eight members to introduce you to.
First up here’s an introduction from returning Board member
Karlyn Mataitoga:
Kia ora and Bula!
My name is Karlyn Mataitoga, I am a parent rep on the School
Board for Matamata Christian School and I'm excited to be part
of it again. Here is a little bit about me and my family. I am
married to Mas, who is originally from Fiji and we currently are
the managers at the YWAM base at Crystal Springs. We have six
kids; Zeb, Milani, Arieta, Timaima, Mika and Mateo, four of
whom are at the school. I am a local girl born and bred, I grew
up on a farm just north of Tirau and went to the local schools in
Matamata. I trained as a primary school teacher and worked
with youth in the Tirau community before marrying, after which
we went dairy farming for nine years. As a family we love sports,
being outdoors, cooking and the odd bout of trivia games that
Zeb or Milani usually win with their general knowledge skills!

Mas and I have always had a passion for ministry and missions,
and have been on and led, many various outreaches with youth
and families around the Pacific and the world. This passion is
what led our family to serve with YWAM in Matamata working
with families and young people. We love what we do and the
diversity of cultures that we get to work with is so enriching. Our
family motto is "Love God, Love People; Serve God, Serve
People". We aim to raise our kids with this value so that they
can be a blessing to their community, nation and the world.
He aha te mea nui o te ao
What is the most important thing in the world?
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata
It is the people, it is the people, it is the people
- Māori Proverb
We are blessed to be able to send our kids to the Christian
school. Giving kids a solid Christian foundation is crucial for their
future personal walk with God in this ever-changing society. It's
great that in a small community we have this school and
opportunity, we do not take it for granted. The vision statement
for the school - Equip for Life, Prepare for Eternity, is a great
basis for our kids to have an eternal perspective. To live a life
that has meaning and is fulfilling and to have a focus bigger than
themselves and circumstances. My hope would be that the
school is teaching the next generation of world changers and
truth seekers, that they will make a huge impact in the future.
Let us never tire of imparting to our kids a Godly heritage and
praise to HIM who it's due.
Deuteronomy 6:4-7: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These
commandments that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up.

Olympian Gen Behrent will be presenting our eighth
Olympirua medals at our medal ceremony in the end
of term assembly.
Starting at 9:30AM next Friday the 30th of September.
All are welcome to attend.

News - Kawepūrongo
AG AND ART CHALLENGE DAY
In the first week of term on Thursday the 20th of October we have our annual Ag Day which is supported this year by our
Art Challenge Day. If your child is doing Ag Day please make sure their entries are into the school office this week. Gates
are open from 8:30AM for families to prepare with judging starting at 10AM. Please see Sarah Thurlow in the school office
if you have any questions.
In the past we have also run Pet and Flower Day for those not involved in Ag Day. We have
decided to run these events bi-annually now to keep up interest. Two years ago we
introduced an art challenge for the years we are not doing Flower Day. Last time we had
to make scarecrows for use on the Englebrecht farm. This year trending around our towns
and cities are painted rocks that are being placed in gardens and walkways — art pieces or
rocks that are painted to tell stories. Some are even moved around. We are going to join in
this year with each child not involved in Ag Day creating their own story rock or rock art
piece. We have small rocks for everyone but students are allowed to bring along their own
if you have one in particular to use at home. More details will be shared in class and be in
the next newsletter.

Even More News - Kawepūrongo

Church Community Notices
This column has been set up to support local church and
Christian community events. If your church has an
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for
free by sending details or advertising to
office@matamata.school.nz

The Light Party is a really special night each year that
Matamata Baptist Church and Matamata Christian
School partner together on to create a party for
children to celebrate all things wholesome and good.
Designed to counter Halloween this is a high profile,
big budget event that gets our community out and
pumping. But the Light Party only happens with the
assistance of amazing helpers. Each year we have
over 60 people helping and we need about the same
this year as we serve food and help with activities!
Would you or members of your family be able to come
and bless our community with your time? To register as
a volunteer please let Sarah in the school office know
as soon as possible.

COMING SOON TO
MATAMATA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Please contact the school office to be included

Prayer Requests...

Dates for your Calendar

We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s
big on our minds at the moment:

September - Mahuru
20th
School Board Meeting
21st
Inter School Cross Country
23rd
Olympirua Events
26th
Queen’s Memorial Holiday
27th
Learning Journal Night
30th
End of Term Assembly and Olympirua
Prize Giving
30th
Elgregoe Illusionist Show
30th
Term 3 Ends

• Please thank God for all the activities we have been

able to run this term, the normalistation of many of
these, and that He has kept His hand of protection
over our staff and students.
• This year we have been driving our student
development and achievement in literacy and Maths
hard. Please pray that this will have a significant
impact on every student.
• Please pray for the development of every student
academically, spiritually and physically now as God
prepares each for the plan He has for them.
• Please pray for protection over the upcoming

holidays, restoration and an amazing time with
families.
• And we need you to please pray that God will bring in

further students and families that He wants to be
here to help sustain our roll numbers and long-term
staffing.

October - Whiringa –ā-nuku
1st
Matamata A&P Show
17th
Term 4 Starts
18th
Burgess Farm Visit (Whole School)
20th
Ag Day
20th
Art Challenge
21st
Group Day
24th
Labour Day—National Holiday

