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COMING EVENTS
From this week we have very much hit the action part of the term. There is plenty on and we are hoping you will be part
of this with us:
•

On Wednesday we carry on our new 4 1/2 year old pre-school programme to help children prepare for school. See
page 3 on how to join and for more details.

•

This Thursday the 25th we celebrate Friends and Founders Day. You can read more about this on page
8 but we are hoping your family will join us for the community night from 6PM. We’re supplying the
burgers along with guest speaker Billy Graham while the kids enjoy a movie with popcorn. If you
haven’t sent your dinner order form in please do this now, see page 7 for details.

•

Sports Camp is on for all of next week involving many of our Year 6—8 students. This is a
huge event in our calendar with our students competing against seven other teams from
schools around the central North Island across 40 different sports codes at Totara Springs.

•

Our Olympirua events continue through the term each Friday afternoon (weather permitting)
from 1:30PM.
Next month we have a school open day on the 15th. If you know people who may be
interested in our school please let them know and encourage them to come and explore.
More details will follow shortly.
Our annual Cross Country run is coming up as a part of our Olympirua events on the 16th
with the inter school event to follow for selected students afterwards. This year our event will be
hosted on the Storey farm on Ōkauia Springs Road.
For Year 5—8 students the Lake Taupō Winter Sports Tournament is coming up on the 21st of
September. This is a league that is played between other Christian schools across our Kāhui Ako
(Waikato and Bay of Plenty group of Christian schools) and usually includes Basketball, Volleyball and
Soccer. More details including actual events will follow.

•

•

•
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki
It’s hard to believe that we are powering through this term
already. The next few weeks have some significant events on,
the details of which you can find in this newsletter. We are
hoping that you will join us for many of them, especially the
Friends and Founders Day community night this coming
Thursday.
Compassion in the Bible
This term the core value we are developing in our students is
compassion, leading into service next term. The stories of
compassion in the Bible should motivate us to put compassion
into action.
In the last edition of the newsletter I started a series about
compassion and gave a number of Old Testament examples. In
this issue I will recap the message and give a few New
Testament examples.
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day asked Jesus, "Teacher, which
is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: "'Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour as
yourself.’” (Matthew 22:36-39)
This makes compassion not only an attribute of God, but also a
quality of his people.
1 John 3:17 says, "If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the
love of God be in that person?" This means that love is not in
words or speech. It is displayed in actions and in truth. He says
that love is active, not just felt, thought or spoken.
When others may keep their distance from those who are
suffering, godly compassion prompts us to act on behalf of the
hurting. When we see people who are poor, lacking basic
necessities, or are fatherless, we are called to show mercy
through compassionate action.
As we consider the compassion God has shown to us, we can
respond with compassion to those around us.
"Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God forgave you." — Ephesians 4:32.
1 Peter 3:8 says, "Be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one
another, be compassionate and humble." We can practice
compassion in everyday life.
Biblical Examples
When others keep a safe distance from suffering, a
compassionate person acts. There are many different ways to
show compassion or be compassionate, and there are a lot of
examples through the Bible of compassionate biblical
characters empathising, showing mercy to someone else or
experiencing compassion themselves on top of those examples
we have from Jesus.
True compassion involves a tangible expression of love for
those who are suffering. Compassion is not just an awareness of
another person’s suffering. It moves beyond a simple desire to
reduce suffering. A compassionate person recognises the
suffering of others and then takes action to help.
In the last issue of the newsletter you can find examples from
Ruth, Boaz, the widow of Zarephath, Moses and Joseph. Now
here are some New Testament Bible examples to further
illustrate the point:

Compassion Quote
“There is no exercise better for the heart
than reaching down and lifting people up.”
- John Holmes

• Dorcas — In Acts, Dorcas is introduced as one known for
her care of widows and her provisions of clothing for the
poor. She was much loved in Joppa. When she became
very ill and died, the townspeople called for Peter. He
took Dorcas by the hand and brought her back from the
dead. What an example Dorcas is even today! She met
the needs of those around her and when she was gone,
her absence left a void.

• Paul — Several of Paul’s letters in the New Testament
speak of raising money for the poor in Jerusalem. He
compels the gentile church to join him in this endeavour.

• Barnabas — The New Testament depicts Barnabas as a
man who was delighted to see others exhibiting the grace
of God in their lives, exhorting and encouraging them to
remain faithful. He is nicknamed “Son of Encouragement”
because of his inclination to serve others.

• The Good Samaritan — Jesus told the parable of the
Good Samaritan — a story of a Jewish man travelling from
Jerusalem to Jericho, and while on the way he is robbed
of everything he had and beaten. A good Samaritan came
by and saw a person in dire need of help. In spite of the
horrible relationship between the Jews and the
Samaritans of the day he gives the man medical attention
and takes him to an inn and pre-pays his expenses.
Use these examples to challenge yourself and your family as
to your response toward others. Do you help others that are
in need when the situation presents itself? Is this part of
who you are and your regular thinking so that you are
always looking to see how you can serve others without
seeing them as just being an inconvenience? This is
challenging but makes such a difference not only in the lives
of others but in yours too.
My thanks goes to compassion.com from which this has
been adapted.
God bless
Alistair Paterson
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4 1/2 YEAR OLD PROGRAMME—NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN

This term we are very excited to be
introducing a preparing for school
With Sports Camp coming up
programme for children aged 4 1/2
next week for many of our Year
and up. This is an initiative we are
6—8 students here are the details you need to know:
running to help children experience
school, make friends, and start to
• Camp starts on Monday the 29th of August and runs
transition from a pre-school style of education to the
through to Friday the 2nd of September.
• Students need to be dropped off at camp at 11AM please. classroom.
We kicked this programme off last week but there are still
Please note that teachers have to be there earlier for a
places open for another five children to join us on
briefing meeting and cannot supervise students
Wednesday mornings from 8:50—10:50AM. A parent does
beforehand.
need to be present in the school for these times as the
• Team photos are at 12PM and students must be in full
school is only legally covered to have students aged five
clean Sports Camp uniform by this time.
and older without whānau supervision. During the next
• Please note that students cannot wear mufti of any sort at three sessions, while children are in class, we will be
camp. They need to wear their team uniform throughout
holding a special session for parents of our highly
camp.
regarded Reading Together programme. In these sessions
we will be helping you understand how you can help your
• Students need to come to camp with a mouth guard that
has already been moulded to their mouth. Totara Springs children with reading at home in a fun and unthreatening
way. These are fun, helpful and entertaining sessions that
is strict about having mouth guards and shin pads as
safety items in different sports.
you will find helpful at home.
SPORTS CAMP DETAILS

• Students need to bring a packed lunch for Monday please.
• On the final day lunch is at 11:30AM and pick up from

camp is at 12PM. We are asked for children to be picked
up promptly please. If you have someone else picking
your child up please let Mrs Evans know (Mrs Evans will
be in charge of our team).
• Please also note that your children will come home from

camp very tired and are likely to need to rest.

Our 4 1/2 year old programme will continue for your child
until they turn five and are ready for school.
If you or a friend has a child who turns 4 1/2 at any time let
us know to get them included. This can be done by
contacting the school office or by chatting with Mrs Lee,
Mrs McGhie, Mrs Goodwin or Mr Paterson.
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MINIBALL
The after school Miniball league is coming
back for Term 4 but we have to enter our
teams by the end of next week.
Miniball is like Basketball but played on a half-sized court
for 20 minutes per game, and is made up of a mixed team
of five students on at a time.
We want to form three teams this year—Years 3/4, Years
5/6, and Years 7/8 (who will play on a whole court).
The night to be played has not yet been announced but
games will be played at the newly refurbished Headon
Stadium. All fees will be covered by the school.
We really want to encourage your children to be involved
as we see sport as an important way for our students to
develop personal fitness, ball manipulation and fine motor
skills, sportsmanship, teamanship, responsibility as a team
member, and the ability to cope with both loss and winning
with grace. We really commend this to you.
Please fill in the reply sheet at the bottom of this
page with the names of any children you would like
to be included and return this to the school office.
We are also please in need of coaches for the three teams.
If you are able to assist please indicate this in the reply slip
below too. We are very grateful for your help and support.
20 HOUR FAMINE
Late last term 10 of our students
were involved in World Vision’s
annual 20/40 Hour famine. These 10
raised a whopping $ 1 513 between them!
This year raised funds are going to a number of needy
communities in Africa and other war or disaster torn areas
to provide clean drinking water close to villages.
The money is giving children and families the tools to treat
water so it’s safe to drink. It builds new water systems so
entire villages have clean water close to home. It brings
emergency water to refugee camps so children searching
for safety have safe water to drink. And it trains local
people to keep clean water flowing for years to come.
Well done and a huge thanks to all those who participated
in this or contributed.

LOCKDOWN AND EMERGENCY KITS
Our staff regularly review lockdown
protocols and the recent bomb
threat event allowed us the chance
to once again debrief. There is a risk
that during an event a lockdown can roll on for a long time,
even into an evening. During the Christchurch terror
attacks some schools remained in lockdown until 6PM.
This has got us thinking about how we manage an event
like this or even a natural disaster where your children may
not be able to be immediately reunited with your family.
We have some limited food supplies to help in school but
would like to ask for your help with this please. We would
be grateful if you could send to school a snap lock bag with
your child’s name on it and include some simple
emergency food supplies:
•
•

a new sealed small bottle of water, and
a couple of wrapped muesli bars (or similar) that your
child likes

This will be held in your child’s class specifically for their
use in an emergency. At the start of each year we will
please get you to change it’s contents so it doesn’t expire.
The school has full first aid supplies and will have a very
limited supply of food to supplement your child’s supply if
it is needed.
Please send this along to school as soon as you are able to.

I would love my child(ren) to be involved in Term 4 Miniball.
Please include _________________________________ (names) in
the relevant age groups.
If applicable:
________________________ (name) would be willing to help
coach a team too. I would welcome someone contacting me back
to chat more.
Signed : ____________________
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SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS
Presently the School Board elections
are running. If you are a school
parent you will be eligible to vote
and we encourage you to please.
You should have received your
voting papers by now so please contact the school if you
haven’t. Voting closes on Wednesday the 7th of
September.
There are five candidates for the four parent representative
positions. In alphabetical order by surnames the candidates
you are able to vote for are:
Bill Burgess
Karlyn Mataitoga
Cam Nicholls

PJ Olivier
Les Steed-Conway
Available
Fridays

Health Guidance from the Ministry of Education
WINTER WELLNESS GUIDE FOR TAMARIKI
With a rise in COVID-19, seasonal colds, flu and other respiratory infections in our communities, this
guidance is to help you manage your child’s illness.
Key Wellness Indicators
• Healthy young children can have up to 8 to 12 colds or upper respiratory tract infections each year. These are a normal part of
childhood.
• A child must stay at home if they appear unwell or if they develop any of these symptoms: new runny nose, sore throat, cough,
fever, vomiting, diarrhoea, rash, they are off their food and drink or show signs of feeling miserable.
• If a child becomes increasingly unwell and/or you are concerned about them, call your GP or Healthline on 0800 611 116. A child
who is refusing to drink anything is likely to be very unwell.
• If an in-person appointment is required, follow your GP’s processes, which will include everyone wearing a mask if they can
safely and practically do so.
• If you or a child you are caring for develops difficulty breathing, severe chest pain, fainting or becomes unconscious, call 111
immediately.
Find reliable information on how to manage colds and flus on KidsHealth and Health Navigator.
COVID-19 Guidance
• If your child has COVID-19 symptoms, the child and anyone in their household with similar symptoms should be tested for
COVID-19.
• If any household members are COVID-19 positive, other household members are at high risk of becoming infected. Everyone
must isolate for at least seven days from the day that the first person receives their positive test result or becomes symptomatic
(whichever is earliest).
• All household contacts, including children, need to take a rapid antigen test (RAT) on day three and day seven, or sooner if they
develop symptoms. A person who has had COVID-19 in the past 90 days, does not need to isolate again as a household contact.
• Anyone who experiences symptoms 29 days or longer after previous COVID-19 infection should test and will need to isolate if
they test positive.
If your child:
• has been isolating with COVID 19 and is feeling well after seven days, they can return to school
• continues to be unwell and/or has symptoms after their seven-day isolation period has ended, they should remain at home to
recover until 24 hours after their symptoms end
• still feels unwell or their symptoms are worsening after ten days, they should not return to school. Call your GP or Healthline
on 0800 611 116 for medical advice.
Find detailed information about COVID-19 symptoms on the Ministry of Health and Unite Against COVID-19 websites.
How to Know If Your Child Should Stay at Home
• If a child has been unwell with a respiratory illness other than COVID-19, they can return to school 24 hours after they have
significantly improved and are behaving/ eating normally.
• Following vomiting or diarrhoea, a child should be symptom free for 48 hours before they can return.
• If a child still has a runny nose or dry cough without any other symptoms such as a fever, vomiting or diarrhoea, they are unlikely
to be infectious and could be considered well enough to attend school.
• A doctor’s certificate is not needed to return if the advice given here is followed.
• Any child who has a runny nose after a change in temperature – for example, moving from outdoors to indoors – or sneezes due
to obvious stimuli (such as the sun or dust) does not need to stay home.
• Hay fever and other allergies can show similar symptoms to the common cold such as sneezing, a runny or stuffy nose and
coughing. If a child has a history of allergic symptoms and shows one or more of these symptoms, or an itchy face (especially
around the eyes or throat), consider if hay fever or an allergy could be the cause.
Ideas for Keeping Children Healthy this Winter
Follow this guidance to help keep children and whānau staying healthy during the winter months:
• Provide children with healthy and nutritious food to eat. Healthy eating supports immunity and helps our bodies to work well
and feel good.
• Support children to get enough sleep. Sleep is important for restoring energy, maintaining mental and physical well-being,
learning, and aiding healthy growth and development.
• Encourage and create opportunities for children to be active. Being active at home, at school, at play during the weekends and
in the community helps children maintain good health and well-being.
• It is a good idea to encourage children to play outdoors – they just need to be dressed warmly during the winter months.
• Being outdoors helps to boost children’s immune systems through exposure to fresh air and enables them to make vitamin D
from exposure to the sun.

LAST MINUTE PRE-ORDER FORM—WE WANT YOU TO JOIN US SO PLEASE FILL THIS IN AND RETURN
The ___________________________________ family will be attending Friends and Founders Day, with
______ (number) adults and ______ child(ren).
Please could _______ (number) people have meat burgers and ______ people have vegetarian burgers.
Please return this order form to the school office ASAP!

Even More News - Kawepūrongo
FRIENDS AND FOUNDERS DAY
This year’s Friends and Founders Day is
coming up on Thursday the 25th of August.
This year we are celebrating 34 years of
Christian schooling in Matamata through
God’s provision and grace. We are looking
forward to an exciting day and are grateful for
all God has done in creating this school.
Here’s the programme:
7AM: Pastor’s breakfast. We invite pastor’s and elders from
all our local churches to come to a great breakfast, enjoy a
speaker, hear what we are up to and ask them to pray for
us. This year champion Christian boxing legend Billy Graham
is our speaker. Please encourage your pastor and elders to
come.
Through the day: Billy Graham will then spend time with
students in the older classes throughout the day.
6PM: Community burger dinner. Bring the family for a great
dinner on us! We will follow this up with a movie and
popcorn for the kids while our adult community have a brief
AGM, hear what is happening at school and then have guest
speaker Billy Graham talk with us as a community. Billy is a
fantastic speaker and is not to be missed. Please reserve the
date on your calendar.

Prayer Requests...
We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s
big on our minds at the moment:
• Please continue to pray for health and protection over

our families, staff and communities. God has certainly
been very gracious toward us to date.
• Please pray for the development of every student

academically, spiritually and physically this term.
• Please pray for all our exciting upcoming events to be

able to go ahead, to be well planned, for God’s safety
and protection, and that each will be a brilliant event
with great learning and experiences. This week please
pray specifically for Friends and Founders Day and
next week for Sports Camp.
• And we need you to please pray that God will bring in
further students and families that He wants to be
here to help sustain our roll numbers and long-term
staffing.

Church Community Notices
This column has been set up to support local church and
Christian community events. If your church has an
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for
free by sending details or advertising to
office@matamata.school.nz

Dates for your Calendar
August - Here-turi-kōkā
23rd
School Board Meeting
24th
4 1/2 Year Programme and Reading
Together Parent Programme Session 2
25th
Friends and Founders Day
25th
Pastor’s Breakfast
25th
Friends and Founders Day with a School
Community Dinner.
26th
Olympirua Events
29th—2nd Sports Camp

September - Mahuru
2nd
Olympirua Events
7th
4 1/2 Year Programme and Reading
Together Parent Programme Session 3
8th
Viola Mufti Day
9th
Olympirua Events
14th
4 1/2 Year Programme and Reading
Together Parent Programme Session 4
15th
School Open Day
16th
Olympirua Cross Country
20th
Lake Taupō Winter Sports Day
20th
School Board Meeting
21st
Inter School Cross Country
23rd
Olympirua Events
27th
Learning Journal Night
30th
End of Term Assembly and Olympirua
Prize Giving
30th
Elgregoe Illusionist Show
30th
Term 3 Ends
October - Whiringa –ā-nuku
1st
Matamata A&P Show
17th
Term 4 Starts
20th
Ag Day
20th
Flower Day
21st
Group Day

