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THE AWESOME TEAM AT MCS 
Welcome back to the start of our new school year. This year we are looking forward to a normal and exciting start with no 
tough Covid restrictions in place. We’re pretty excited about this year and the great programmes we have been planning.  

Mrs  Rossier is back from maternity leave this term and will share the Year 3/4 class with Mrs Tomlinson who we welcome to 
our team along with Mrs Paterson who is filling in for Mrs Lee this term while she is on sabbatical.  

Not all our staff made the shots below but let’s introduce you to the team and where you’ll find them: 

Our Principal: Mr Paterson  (A) 

Room 5 (Years 1—2): Mrs McGhie  (G) 

Room 1 (Years 3—4): Mrs Rossier  (J)  and Mrs Tomlinson  (F) 

Room 2 (Years 5—6): Mrs Evans  (C) and Mrs Uerata  (D) 

Room 3 (Years 7—8): Mrs Paterson  (E) for Term 1 then   

        Mrs Lee (also our Deputy Principal)  (B) 

Teacher Aides: Mrs Stevens (Room 5)  (H)  and Mrs Steed-Conway (Room 1)  (K) 

Music teacher: Mrs Van der Linde    Office: Mrs Thurlow  (I)   Caretaker: Rod Brooks 

Permaculture: Mr Evans      Chaplain: Mr Bull  (L) 

There are also a number of volunteers who move in and out of the school helping regularly. We’re really thankful for our team 
and the work they do. They help make this a special place to be and allow us the opportunities to provide the huge range of 
teaching, activities and experiences we offer. 
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1 Hui-tanguru (February)  

 

Weeks: 
VISION STATEMENT 

Equip for Life 

Prepare for Eternity 

Whakarawe mā mataora 

Whakareri mā āke tonu atu 
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki 
Welcome to the 2023 school year. We hope you have had a  
superb summer break, enjoyed celebrating Christmas, and had 
a great time with your family. We have a lot of great things 
planned for this year and are looking forward to rolling these 
out and watching our kids grow. 

The school carpark is now fully operational. We are no longer 
running the ‘Kiss and Drop’ system as most people indicated 
they were ready to let this go now. This means you are able to 
park and come in when dropping off or collecting your children. 
Please note that staff will no longer be bringing your children 
out to the carpark at the end of the school day.  If you want to 
come in a bit early at the end of the day you are very welcome 
to help yourself to a tea or coffee from the staffroom and mill 
around to chat with other parents.  

School now returns to finishing at 3PM.  

Attendance 

After my prizegiving speech at the end of the year I had a few 
parents come and ask me about attendance rates. Please let me 
further clarify: 

The Ministry of Education have instructed every school in the 
country to target and report regularly to them on rates of 
attendance. This is after Northland and the Waikato in            
particular showed average rates of attendance of 40%. This is 
like attending school only two days per week! Our school rate is 
higher than this but we too did note unusually high absence 
rates. 

The Ministry tells us their expectation is that students should 
have no more than eight days off school in a year. We have set 
that rate at 10 days. 

I know that some students have some exceptional                    
circumstances meaning they need further time off, particularly 
for health reasons. It is not these absences that are being      
targeted. 

If your child is sick, please keep them home even if you are 
above the ’acceptable’ rates of absence. But also talk to us 
when they are away for longer periods of time. I believe that 
you as the parent have a far clearer understanding of when 
your child is sick and needs to stay home than others do. It is 
not fair on them to be struggling at school when they are sick 
and nor is it fair on other parents if your child is spreading      
illness to other children.  

At school we are trying to maintain as healthy an environment 
as we can to help too. Some of our classes are equipped with air 
purifiers to help reduce germs, we try to ventilate indoor spaces 
as well as we can, and we continue to provide hand sanitiser in 
each space for everyone to use. We also encourage students to 
bring and use their own water bottles from home rather than 
using shared water fountains. Please encourage your children to 
use these and to wash their hands regularly. 

What we want and need to address, however, are the ‘days off’ 
that have snuck into some of our habits post-Covid. Every day 
unnecessarily missed at school has an impact as new work and 
new learning experiences occur each day. These get built upon 
over time and are not easily caught up on. Every child has a 
much stronger chance of success when they are present every 
day they possibly can be. 

There are some special circumstances for absence that can be 
rewarding for your children. Sometimes families are going    
overseas for slightly longer periods than the school holidays 
allow. I have no problem with this as overseas experiences can 
build into a child’s understanding of the world and other people  

Diligence Quote 

“Work is doing it. Discipline is doing it every 

day. Diligence is doing it well every day.”                                    

         - Dave Ramsey 

in a fantastic way. But please can we ask that you try where 
possible to do this across school holiday time too. 

Please talk to us if you are worried about anything raised 
here. Like you, we want the best for you and your children 
and we want to understand your circumstances to help and 
support.  

New Students 

We had 17 new students starting at 
school today. We want to welcome 
them and their families to our school family. We hope to see 
you all at the school family picnic coming up in just over a 
week. Welcome to Ariella Thompson, Kaaterama Rapana, 
Maisie Ram, Haddin Blair, Declan Olivier, Peter Smith,      
Nathanael Morris, Kenzie Walker and Vyncent Balks in the 
Junior class; Gia Cruz, Macy Morris and Zahara Thompson in 
Years 3 and 4; Zechariah Morris and Tiana Tapega in Years 5 
and 6; and Ethan Jobe, Marcus Mactal and Rachel Sinclair in 
the Senior class. We are excited to have you all here. 
Welcome to our school year. We are expecting it to be an 
excellent one. 

 

Prayer Requests... 
We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s big 
on our minds at the moment: 

• Pray for our new teachers and students to settle in to 
our school quickly and to feel connected. 

• Please pray that all the learning at school will really meet 
the needs of and grow our students. Please pray that 
every student will experience strong academic, spiritual 
and physical development, and will be emotionally 
connected and well balanced. 

• Please pray for the preparation, safety and 
extraordinary positive experiences of key events 
including sports, the Northland Roadtrip, community 
events and Stations of the Cross during the term. 

• Pray that God will continue to bring in the students and 
families that He wants to be in our school. 



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 
 CARPARK DEVELOPMENTS 

After waiting for so long the new carpark developments are 
finally complete with line marking being carried out last 
week. Please note that the Peria Board (who own the school) 
have put a lot of thought into the design by: 

• making each park slightly wider to help reduce the risk of 
people’s vehicles being knocked 

• creating two wheelchair designated parks 

• putting a stop sign at the exit pushed out as far as we can 
to give drivers further visibility along the footpath so you 
can check for pedestrians and cyclists  

Please can we ask a few things of you: 

• We would appreciate you keeping your speed down to 
10 km/h. Children do not fully develop an ability to judge 
traffic speed and gaps until age 14. 

• When dropping off or picking up your children, where 
possible park along the footpath edge of the carpark to 
reduce the need for children to cross over the carpark. 

• Ensure all children are properly restrained before moving 
off. 

To complete the carpark developments you will note new 
school signage is currently being created by our team and 
this will be finished with new gardens in the coming weeks. 
Huge thanks goes to Warren Storey for leading this project, 
Mike Jansen for designing the sign graphics and Rod Brooks 
for doing the garden work. 

SMITH STREET DEVELOPMENTS 

You will have noted today that there are extensive road 
works and street closures around the school at present.    
Regretfully we are told this is set to continue for some time 
yet. 

While not necessarily happening yet, the Council is looking to 
make safety changes to the school crossing, possibly include 
another crossing near the Intermediate, and to reduce the 
speed limit around the schools. At present the speed limit is 
40km/h during peak school hour times at the start and end 
of the school days, and 50km/h the rest of the time. 

FAMILY PICNIC AND O’NIGHT 

Universities have O’Week, we have 
O’Night. O’Night is for our parents to 
understand what is happening in your 
children’s classes and to get the run 
down on how things work. We kick off 
with a family picnic where we can all  

                      

 

meet different members of the community and welcome 
in new families. 

This year this will be held in Week 3 on Monday the 13th 
of February. The family picnic starts from 5:45PM and is 
open to anyone in our school community. Please pack a 
picnic dinner and come and join us to meet new members 
to our community and catch up with older members.  

O’Night will follow this starting at 6:30PM. Parents can 
visit each of your children’s classes and hear their teachers 
talk about what happens in the classroom, what you can 
expect and what things you need to know. You will have 
the opportunity to ask questions, but please note this is a 
general meeting for 15 minutes per class and not a parent 
interview. If you would like to talk to your child’s teacher 
about your child please make a time to come and see 
them. These can be made all year round. We do not 
schedule formal interviews and prefer parents to come in 
as frequently as they need to all year round. 

Family Picnic: Starts at 5:45PM  

O’Night:          Mrs McGhie (Y1-2): 6:30PM 

              Mrs Rossier / Mrs Tomlinson (Y3-4): 6:45PM 

              Mrs Evans / Mrs Uerata (Y5-6): 7PM 

     Mrs Paterson (Y7-8): 7:15PM 

SWIMMING 

School swimming starts next week on 
Wednesday the 8th of February. All 
students will be bused to the          
Matamata Pools every Wednesday and 
Friday mid morning for four weeks and a total of eight  
lessons. 

Swimming is a really important component of our PE     
programme as it doesn’t just develop physical skills but 
develops safety in the water including knowledge of what 
to do if you get in trouble. Please help your child to come 
with their swimming gear each Wednesday and Friday 
and encourage them to be fully involved. 

The cost of swimming and the bus 
trips are being covered by the 
school for all students as part of 
the government’s sponsorship             
programme. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 

 

LITERACY DEVELOPMENT 

Every year and since 2007 our 
School Board has invested           
considerably into the development 
of our teachers to help them be at 
the cutting edge of teaching in this country. 

This continues in 2023 as we: 

• continue in the rollout of the BSLA (Better Start 
Literacy for All) Reading programme in the Junior class 

• continue in-depth writing development across the 
school but particulrly in the two older classes which 
was trialled in late 2021 and started in 2022 

• continue the development of latest research based 
Maths teaching, particularly for students that are 
behind in ther progress  

• develop service-learning school-wide later in the year 

• continue Bible development to support student Bible 
literacy 

All of this development is undertaken to improve the 
progress of every student over time in the school. We are 
thrilled to be able to be involved in such high quality 
development to help in turn impact every child. 

YEAR 7 IMMUNISATIONS 

The Year 7 immunisations are 
coming up this term. In the 
coming weeks Year 7 students will 
be educated about what these are and the Health Nurse 
will send home a consent form with every child. Note that 
this has nothing to do with any Coronavirus vaccines but 
are rather the normal annual Year 7 vaccinations. These 
forms need to please be completed and sent back to 
school as soon as possible. All forms need to be returned 
whether you choose to give consent or turn this down.  

If you do not want your child to attend the information 
briefing when it happens please let Mrs Paterson know. 

HPV IMMUNISATIONS 

All Year 7 and 8 students are also eligible to recieve for 
free the HPV immunisations. Please note that this is not 
offered in our school and you will need to get this through 
your local GP if you want them to have this. 

CONGRATULATIONS DANIELLE ENGLEBRECHT 

We want to congratulate former 
student Danielle Englebrecht 
who gets married tomorrow to 
local Kelvin Osbourne.   

Well done Danielle, we are 
thrilled for you both!  

 

THE 2022 CHRISTMAS WALKTHROUGH 

At the end of last year we were thrilled to present to the 
Matamata community our Christmas Walkthrough, ‘The 
Landowner’s Son’, written by our own Jo Goodwin. We had 
a cast and helpers totalling over 80 people as we told the 
Christmas story through five scenes in four classrooms and 
outside. People then settled to Christmas music, food and 
drink. We were thrilled at the festive community               
atmosphere and for how long people stayed and mixed   
together. Thank you to all who put so much time into     
helping construct sets, setup, serve people and pack up. 
You were all amazing and it showed what a community we 
all are. It was a lot of work but a great way to begin to tell 
God’s story and share it with people beyond our school. 

At the end of this term we are aiming to put on another 
Stations of the Cross to help people connect with God and 
rejoice in the triumph of what He did for us over Easter. If 
you have ideas for this, or would like to help us prepare for 
this, please connect with us now. We are starting to piece 
together our ideas for this to help make it as memorable as 
the ones we have done over the previous few years. 

CHRISTMAS PARADE AND CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK 

The last few weeks of the school year are pretty intense 
with all the things our students are involved in. We do the 
Matamata Christmas Parade, Christmas in the Park,          
perform at local events for the elderly in our community, 
and of course do either a production or Christmas 
Walkthrough. These are for two reasons; to help spread the 
Christmas message about what God has done for us in our               
community, and to give our students the chance to develop 
skills in drama, singing and performance. Very special 
thanks goes to Rika van der Linde and Rachel West for all 
the extra work they put into this with our students. 



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 

 

MINIBALL AND FUTSAL LEAGUES 

Today a notice will have come 
home for two sports leagues that 
will take place this term; one for Miniball and one for      
Futsal. 

Both leagues will start in Week 3 and I want to commend 
them to you. Research shows that being involved in         
activities beyond the classroom have a further positive 
effect on a child’s development and their academic          
performance. The research shows that being involved in 
three things outside of school has the best rate of effect. 
There are a lot of things your children can be involved with. 
We particularly recommend church youth groups, music 
lessons and sport. Sport can include club sport, gymnastics, 
dance, sports leagues such as what we are offering, and 
swimming. 

We really want to recommend sports to you because it is 
one of the few experiences students can have that offers 
the chance to learn to work as a team, develop fine motor 
skills, learn specific physical skills, and learn how to win and 
lose gracefully. It teaches them cooperation, comradeship, 
good pride and leadership. Students develop skills quickly 
over a season which is fun to watch. 

While other sports may come up, here is what is on offer 
straight away: 

Miniball 

This is a long established league that is a mini 
version of Basketball. Games are about 20 
minutes long and will play on Wednesdays 
after school (times to be advised). 

Miniball is for any student in Years 3—6. These are mixed 
teams with five on the court at a time.  

Futsal 

Futsal is new to our competition leagues. It is 
indoor Soccer and is also in mixed teams with 
either four or five on the court at a time. Futsal 
will be played after school on Mondays (times 
to be advised) and will also start in Week 4.  
Futsal can be played all the way through to and including 
College level. 

We are forming teams for students aged Years 3—8. 

Mrs Rossier and Mrs Tomlinson are in charge of sports this 
year and need registrations in by the start of next week 
please. Students are allowed to play in both Miniball and 
Futsal if they are of eligible age. All games are played at the 
new Headon Stadium. Please encourage your children to be   
involved. 

For both Miniball and Futsal students need to be in school 
PE uniform and have sports shoes that are non-marking. 
The school will pay the entry fees of all students involved. 

We need coaches for both leagues too and would be very 
grateful if you are willing to help us out please. Coaches 
need to be there for the games and to train our students 
one day per week. Most coaches choose to train in a school 
lunchtime. Please see either Mrs Rossier or Mrs Tomlinson 
if you would like to know more or think you might be able 
to help.   

INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL BOARD 

After last year’s School Board elections we have been    
introducing each board member to you. There are eight 
members and Rosie Hill is the fifth in our series. Rosie 
comes to us as a representative from the Peria Christian 
Education (PCE) Board. 

Rosie Hill 

Hi, my name is Rosie Hill and I have had the pleasure of 
being on the Proprietors Board as well as being a           
Proprietors Rep on the School Board since 2020. I am 
proudly married to Eric and we have two amazing          
children, Samantha and Jonathan.  

During the day I work as a GP in Putaruru and have been a 
part of this awesome community since 2005. Originally I 
came from Auckland, but currently we are living on a farm 
in Cambridge.  

Eric is the rock of our family, giving up his career as a chef 
to run our farm and look after the children. Samantha is 
off to high school this year while Jonathan has two more 
years at MCS.  

The highlights of my life include getting married to Eric in 
1998, graduating as a doctor in 2001, buying our farm in 
2005, having Samantha in 2009 and having Jonathan in 
2011.  

Spending time with God, immediate family and extended 
family, as well as helping create, serve and being part of 
community are our most important family values.  

The following verse is our family verse; Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on your own                   
understanding, in all your ways commit to him and he will 
make your paths straight, Proverbs 3:5-6.  

It is awesome we can meet together as a school           
community once again and I look forward to spending 
more time with you all in the future. 

Rosie Hill 

 Some of our parents have got 

together and created a parents 

connect group which meets   

fortnightly in the school library. 

This is an opportunity for parents to get together and 

enjoy a time of community together. The first get    

together for this year is next week on Tuesday the 7th 

of February between 9—10:30AM. Come and enjoy 

tea and coffee together and meet other school    

families. Pre-schoolers are very welcome.  



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 

 

TERM 4 AWARDS 

At our end of Term 4 assembly last year we got to celebrate 
students who had done well over the term. Students can 
earn Rockstar Awards by earning points in four areas; 
attendance, punctuality, homework completion and taking 
pride in their school uniform. They can earn their memory 
verse certificates by learning the set number of verses for 
the term. Below are our large group of Rockstars who made 
it last term. Congratulations team! 

Each term we also have badge awards for two students 
from each class who have shown to be outstanding in our 
term’s core value, last term was service, and usually up to 
two across the school who can get a Principal’s Award for 
anything else outstanding that they may have achieved. 
This term we gave four awards in this field. 

This term’s service badge awards went to: 

Years 1/2:   Blythe Nicholls 

  Aria Uerata 

Years 3/4: Aveena Chauhan 

  Sophie Moore 

Years 5/6: Tabitha Madanawa 

  Zako Olivier 

Years 7/8: Nellie Phillips 

  Manoa Madanawa 

The Principal’s Awards went to: 

Samantha and Jonathan Hill for exceptional service to the 
community, and 

Nellie and Lliam Phillips for exceptional personal growth. 
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Each year I like to remind parents of the following point. 
One of the biggest ways you can help your child with their 
academic learning and their ability to learn how to          
socialise, work with and get on with others is to make time 
to talk to them every day. Ask them about their learning, 
about their friends, and their understanding of God.      
Recognise that because they are growing and learning to 
understand their world they will not always interpret 
things correctly. That’s why they need to talk to you so 
much. An interesting statistic says that 80% of the        
feedback a child gets is from their peers, and of that    
feedback 80% of it is always wrong! This isn’t just about 
their work but about their understanding of life and   
friendships too. Please take the time to listen to and input 
into their lives. 

Can we ask one more thing of you too? From time to time 
children will share something that doesn’t always make 
sense or sounds concerning. If this happens please take 
the time to discuss it with your child’s teacher. Children do 
not always have the right end of the stick and this can   
usually be quickly sorted with a swift polite visit.         

Sometimes there are things that happen too that teachers 
don’t know about but could do with knowing. This can be 
very beneficial for helping staff deal with different matters 
and it helps diffuse situations before they ever become big 
ones. The same can be said if you have a complaint. We do 
want to know and sort potential problems.  

TERM 1 TOPICS 

Every year we review and develop our teaching 
curriculum to meet the needs of our students. 
We have always been very proud of the       
curriculum we develop and the topics we teach 
and 2023 will be no different. Each year our 
needs change and areas of student’s competencies and   
social needs adjust too. We believe over the years we have 
developed an excellent curriculum that responds to this. 

In the first term of each year we always have our Kid on the 
Rock unit. This is a two year programme that in Year 1 looks 
at who each child is, how they fit into the world around 
them, why their family is so special and then looks at the 
tools they can acquire to be really effective learners. We 
also have a whole school camp in Year 1. In Year 2, which is 
this year, we look at our heritage and particularly New    
Zealand history. This year, with the introduction of the new 
Aotearoa New Zealand Histories Curriculum, we are really 
beefing this up. There is a lot to cover which will take more 
than this term but we have been putting a lot of work into 
this. We will explore aspects of local history, Waikato      
history in the middle school, and at the senior level early 
New Zealand and contemporary history. Our Year 7/8      
students will still also, as part of this unit, have their famous 
Northland Roadtrip exploring some of New Zealand’s early 
history. 

The Northland Roadtrip is an incredible experience. Our 
students will get to walk in the footsteps of some of the 
people that shaped the course of this nation and will visit 
Waitangi and re-enact parts of the signing of the Treaty, 
visit Marsden Cross and have devotions at the site where 
the Christian message was preached for the first time in this 
country, visit two of the oldest churches in New Zealand, 
one with bullet holes in the side from the Land Wars, visit 
the flagstaff Hōne Heke had chopped down four times and 
learn why, they will hear both tall stories and heart     
breaking ones, and marvel at what some achieved such as 
those at Pompallier House, the early missionaries and   
whalers. They will also go out sailing on a replica sailing 
ship. This is an incredibly impacting trip. 

Our whole curriculum is designed to be impacting. At our 
heart we are partnering with you to help develop our      
children academically, spiritually, physically and to be    
emotionally well balanced. 

So, other than Reading, Writing and Mathematics our topics 
this term include: 

Bible Y1-4: Bible Narratives (stories) 

Y5-6: 30 Weeks to Understanding  
the Bible 

Y6-8: Old Testament Survey 

Core Value Diligence 

Memory Verses From John 1 

Diligence: 1 Timothy 4:15 

Theme Kid on the Rock—Our Heritage 

The Great       

Art Swap 

Room 5: Art 

Room 1: Dance 

Room 2: Art 

Room 3: Robotics / Digital Tech 

P.E. Swimming 

Athletics 

Aotearoa New Zealand History’s Great Northland Roadtrip 

Year 7 and 8’s 

Visit New Zealand’s first capital                The Waitangi Treaty Grounds 

Walk in the footsteps of some who first shaped our nation       Tales of the past and Land Wars 

Devotions where the Christian message was first preached                              Sail in a sailing ship 

This is our nation     This is our heritage 

28th February - 3rd March 



 

 

Dates for your Calendar 

 

February 

  3rd  Senior Class Leadership  

  Applications Due 

  6th  National Holiday Waitangi Day 

  7th  Senior Class Leadership Speeches 

  7th  Parent Connect Group 9-10AM 

  8th  Swimming Starts 

10th  House Team Meetings 

10th  Swimming 

13th  Family School Picnic and O’Night 

15th  Swimming 

15th   Miniball Begins 

16th  PCE Design and Building Team Meeting 

16th  PCE Board Meeting 

17th  Swimming 

20th  Viola Mufti Day 

21st  Parent Connect Group 9-10AM 

21st  School Board Meeting 

22nd  Swimming 

23rd  Touch Rugby Modules Y3—8  

24th  Swimming 

28th—3rd Northland Roadtrip Y7—8 

 

March 

  1st  Swimming 

  3rd  Swimming Finishes 

  7th  Parent Connect Group 9-10AM 

  8th  Small Schools Swimming Sports 

10th  Small Schools Swimming Postponement 

15th  Wacky Wednesday Mufti Fundraiser 

Church Community Notices 

This column has been set up to support local church and 
Christian community events. If your church has an      
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for 
free by sending details or advertising to 
office@matamata.school.nz 

Even More News - Kawepūrongo 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 

A big thank you to all those who came in and sorted their 
school uniform last week, and for everyone having their    
stationery ready for today. 

Please can you make sure that each item of your children’s 
uniform is named. This makes it very easy to return if it is 
found roaming around looking for its owner! 

Please remember black sandals are our footwear in summer 
but we recommend you check the quality of these before 
buying them. Sandals need to be plain black. While there are 
a range of acceptable ones please note they cannot be    
fashion items or notably label branded. We are only          
accepting other types of footwear where this is                  
accompanied by a doctors note explaining why an             
alternative is needed.  Every student must also wear a 
school hat in Terms 1 and 4 for sun safe protection. These 
can be bought at school and are designed to be practical and 
give excellent protection. 

 

 

 

 

Available 

Fridays 


