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OUR CHRISTMAS WALKTHROUGH 
Next week, on Tuesday the 6th of December, we are presenting our third ever Christmas Walkthrough. At the end of 
each year we put on either one of our famous Christmas productions at our prize giving, or one of our bi-annual Christmas 
Walkthroughs. Walkthroughs are a retelling of the Christmas story across five scenes through five classrooms with the 
whole school involved. 

If you haven’t been part of one of these events before here’s what you can expect. Audiences can park on our school field 
and then line up at the school office ready to be let through in groups of ten into the first scene. At the completion of the 
scene you will be led onto the next scene while another group of ten then enters the first scene. This continues with you 
making your way through each scene until you have visited all five scenes and experienced the Christmas story told afresh 
through the theme this year of ‘The Landowner’s Son’. 

At the end we invite you to stay on and enjoy the company of the community in 
the middle of the school grounds. We will have this setup in a café style. You 
are very welcome to bring along picnic food but for those who want a night off 
we will have the opportunity for you to buy food and drink if you want to. We 
will have a sausage sizzle and hamburgers for sale, cold drinks, tea and coffee 
and cake will be on offer to buy too. Eft-pos will be available. 

This event is open to everyone. It is part of our desire to share about God to the 
whole community. Entry is free and we ask you to encourage others you know 
to join us. 

Gates open at 6PM and the show will continue until the last group files through. We need all students at school before 
5:30PM please to put on their costumes and to get into place ready to start. 

This is always a big night for our community. Please come with the intention of having a good night and letting this start 
to prepare you and your family to celebrate Christmas. 
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki 
Well this is it, we are now in the last few weeks of the term and 
this is the last newsletter of the year. These last few weeks are 
always our most intense and there is still a lot on for you to look 
forward to before we wind down. 

The most important of these events is of course our Christmas 
Walkthrough. This is our Christmas outreach into the            
community. Not only are we hoping that you can come along to 
this but we are hoping you will invite and encourage others you 
know to come too. The public build up to this starts with the 
Matamata Christmas Parade and Christmas in the Park events 
which are both on this Saturday. A lot of people have worked 
hard to make these events happen and I particularly want to 
acknowledge the parents that are part of this, Mrs Evans for 
organising the float, Mrs Goodwin for writing the Walkthrough 
script, Ross Bay who has worked on the electrical aspects for us, 
and Mrs van der Linde with Rachel West who have faithfully 
served organising the choir and singing at each event. We are 
incredibly grateful to you all. 

We hope you really enjoy these events and other events such as 
prize giving which is in the last week of term. 

Christmas in a Nutshell 

I am sure you have already started turning some attention     
toward Christmas. Maybe you have decorations up in your 
house or started shopping last weekend with the Black Friday 
deals. I was surprised to learn last week that Black Friday at the 
end of each November was named because for many shop   
traders it would be the first time they went into the black after 
a difficult winter period!  

Lots of people get upset at this time of year. For some this    
becomes a very stressful time especially if money is short, and 
others may really dislike the commercialism and the lack of 
attention to what Christmas is really about. I personally love it. 
It is a time for us to share the Christmas message, celebrate 
Christ’s birth and look forward to a great summer break.       
Recently I loved reading Jodie Collins brief sermon on Christmas 
and so I am sharing it here with you... 

What Christmas is really about, in a nutshell is that… God 
showed up! It’s not about the shopping, the tree or the         
presents. It’s about the fact that God — Creator of the universe, 
the one who scattered the stars by hand — cared enough about 
us to put Himself on this earth as a tiny baby. In Philippians 2 of 
the Message version of the Bible it says, “When the time came, 
He set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status of a 
slave, became human! Having become human, He stayed      
human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim  
special privileges. Instead, He lived a selfless, obedient life and 
then died a selfless, obedient death.”  

Still, I’ve been thinking about carol services… which are really 
very odd! While popular, with readings about Jesus birth and 
singing popular carols, and sometimes candlelight to capture 
the atmosphere, we celebrate the birth of our Saviour. A        
tradition introduced in 1880 was the ‘Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols’. This was started by a clergyman in Truro so at 
10PM on Christmas Eve people gathered to sing and get men 
out of the pubs early so they wouldn’t be drunk at midnight 
Mass! 

Every year we hear the same story: Mary and Joseph; donkey; 
innkeeper says no; stable; a baby is born; angels, shepherds and 
sheep; star of Bethlehem; wise men; and gifts (this is a greatly         
paraphrased version). Now there is even a version on Twitter 
called the Natwivity, which tells the story of the birth of Jesus 
through tweets!   

The impact of this birth is really interesting. Nowhere else 
do we retell the story of someone else’s birth at their    
birthday party; nor do we recall details of the pregnancy or 
the thoughts and feelings of the parents when they heard 
they were going to have a baby. Yet, every Christmas, we 
sing carols about Jesus’ 
birth and retell all the 
‘baby-talk’ details that 
have been passed down 
to us. 

So is it odd that we  
gather to sing carols and 
hear about  Jesus’ birth 
every year? Why do we do this? We do it because there’s 
more to it than remembering a baby being born, and us all 
giving each other gifts to celebrate His birthday. In a        
nutshell, it’s about God seeing the mess of this world and 
getting involved… God showed up. 

There’s a poem once told: 

 If our greatest need had been information, 

 God would have sent us an educator; 

 If our greatest need had been technology, 

 God would have sent us a scientist; 

 If our greatest need had been money, 

 God would have sent us an economist; 

 If our greatest need had been pleasure, 

 God would have sent us an entertainer; 

 But our greatest need was forgiveness, 

 So God sent us a Saviour. 

     (Author unknown) 

And when we crack a nutshell open, that’s what it’s about. 

So many think just of Jesus in the manger. It’s a great place 
to start but there’s more to it than a cute baby lying in a bed 
of straw! It’s about God stepping down from Heaven to 
meet our deepest need. 

From all of our School Board and staff here at Matamata 
Christian School we hope you all have a very Merry       
Christmas steeped in close relationship with Christ. 

God bless 

Alistair Paterson 

(My thanks goes to Jodie 
Collins from                               
beyondourselves.co.uk 
whose sermon I adapted 
here). 

 

 

 

Beloved, do not 

good is from God; 
whoever does evil 
has not seen God. 



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 
STAFFING FOR 2023 

As we quickly approach the end of the year we want to 
acknowledge and thank Miss Holland who has taught our 
Year 3/4 class for the year while Mrs Rossier has been on 
maternity leave. Miss Holland has done a fantastic job of 
teaching this class and has very much been an important 
member of our school staff. She moved up from Ashburton 
at the start of the year and will be getting married these   
holidays and shifting to be with her husband in Auckland. 

This means Mrs Rossier will be returning 
to us in 2023 doing three days per week so 
she can be a mum at home too. We are 
looking forward to having her back again. 
Currently we are in the process of          
appointing a teacher to work with her in 
the Year 3/4 class for the other two days 
each week. 

The big news is that Mrs Goodwin, who 
has been with us for five years, is finishing 
in December. For the last few years Mrs 
Goodwin has been part-time as a second 
teacher in our Junior class having a huge 
impact on helping each student to really 
progress. Mrs Goodwin is a big loss for us 
but is needed at home supporting her  
husband who is a pastor at Raleigh Street 
Church in Cambridge. We are very much 
hoping that Mrs Goodwin may be able to 
return to us again in the future. We want 
to sincerely thank Mrs Goodwin for the 
years she has given us, she was originally 
only intending to be with us for two 
years! 

Mrs Goodwin had been employed by the Board as an extra 
teacher, above our government entitlement, to really boost  

 

the learning in the Junior class. This year we have been 
spoiled because we have been government funded for 
more teachers than we have been entitled to as our roll 
numbers were expected to be higher. This has meant that 
we have been able to really support having higher teacher 
- student ratios in our classes. This funding is being         
reduced for next year so Mrs Goodwin won’t initially be 
replaced. However, our hope is to re-explore this as our 
numbers grow again and to look again at having an extra 
Board supported teacher in this classroom to boost     
learning in the early years. Our roll numbers are already 
expected to be slightly higher next year than they have 
been this year. 

A SABBATICAL FOR MRS LEE 

After nearly 17 years of service 
we are thrilled to announce that 
Mrs Lee is able to have a        
government supported           
sabbatical for the ten weeks of 
Term 1 next year. A sabbatical 
means that Mrs Lee will be     
absent for the term while she takes a break for half a term 
and does some research study for the other half term. Mrs 
Lee really deserves this and our Board is thrilled to         
support it. Mrs Lee will return to us again for Term 2. We 
are currently advertising this position and would welcome  
applications from any amazing Christian teachers keen to 
do ten weeks teaching. See vacancies under our website 
for more details. 

 

The Landowner’s Son 

A Matamata Christian School 

Christmas Walkthrough 

One night only: Tuesday 6th December from 6PM 
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News - Kawepūrongo 
FINAL ACCOUNTS 

A reminder that all school accounts need to 
please be paid for the end of the school year 
(Thursday the 15th of December). This includes 
all camp payments from Terms 1 and 3 and trips 
which families have been allowed to pay off over the course 
of the school year. 

Those parents who are paying their school attendance dues 
by automatic payment may of course carry on doing so but 
please make sure that payments being made do cover your 
children’s dues by the end of the year (31 December).  

The school relies on accounts being paid on time as this     
enables the school to spend annual budgets on student     
resources and upkeep, something we are doing a lot of at the 
moment. When accounts aren’t paid on time the school has 
to cover these debts from budgeted money that was          
intended for resources. 

We try hard to keep costs as low as possible and outside of 
attendance dues we are only charging for major events such 
as camps and sport outside of school. Thus we really         
appreciate these accounts being paid as soon as possible. 

If you are having problems with payments please do come 
and discuss this so we can make a plan to help. We never 
want to see our families struggle because of their school  
accounts. 

MATAMATA CHRISTMAS PARADE 

This weekend watch out for our school float in the Matamata 
Christmas Parade. We try and use the opportunity of the   
parade to make sure the Christmas message is getting told in 
our community. This year we are tripling up on this by being 
active participants in the Christmas Parade, having the whole 
school perform at Christmas in the Park, and then by having 
an open invitation for the whole town to come through our 
Christmas Walkthrough a few days later 

Some of our Year 5—8 
students have been 
asked to participate in 
our Christmas Parade 
float with information 
about this coming home 
today. Please let us know 
if you are wanting or able to help us in any of our events. 

CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK 

Also this Saturday the 3rd of December 
is the bi-annual event, Christmas in the 
Park at Bedford Park. This is an event 
for the whole community and the    
programme kicks off at 6PM (see the 
back page for more details). Our whole school is singing in 
this and we are hoping you will all be there to support our 
children at this great event. All of our students must be 
there and reporting in by 7:05PM please. There is also an on 
stage practise at 1:10PM for anyone who can please be 
there for this too. At night students need to be in full, well 
presented school uniform for their performance part of this 
event please. This makes it easy to report in and congregate 
too. Families are being asked by event organisers to park at 
the Rata Street entrance and walk in as the Bedford Park   
carpark will be closed.   

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

If you are needing to purchase 
school uniform items before 
the start of school next year 
the uniform shop will be open 
between 10AM - 2PM on Tuesday the 24th and Thursday 
the 26th of January. Uniform can also be   
purchased before the close of school this 
term, at the start of next term, or by special 
arrangement with Sarah in the school office.    

All uniform items except school sandals are 
available from the school uniform shop.   
Sandals must be black and can be either    
Roman or any other suitable sandal, but not 
fashion sandals please.  



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 
ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP? 

We’re getting ready for the 
Christmas Walkthrough on the 
6th of December. This is a huge 
event and a lot of preparation is 
required.  

We’re looking for anyone who might 
be able to help us create props this 
Wednesday afternoon, the 30th of 
November from 1:30PM. If you are 
able to lend us your support or are a 
bit arty, we would be very grateful 
for your help please. 

You can let us know through the 
school office or even just turn up! 
Your support is very much                
appreciated. 

2 LITRE SOFT DRINK BOTTLES NEEDED  

Our new permaculture teaching is proving to be a big hit 
with our students. The whole school has been learning about 
planting food crops, maintaining gardens, positioning of 
plants, and keeping weeds at bay. Families have helped us 
find cardboard to use to keep weeds down and have helped 
us start seedlings off. Now we are attacking insects and bugs 
that invade our gardens and destroy our plants. 

To do this we are looking for big soft drink bottles please. If 
you’ve been drinking from these big bottles please could you 
send the left over bottle to school. Over the next week we 
are trying to collect enough bottles for each child to be able 
to access 1—2 bottles in order for them to learn how to 
make some very clever pest traps. These will be decorated 
and prepared for service. These will then be used both at 
home or in your gardens at home. 

Thank you for getting into this with us. 

THANK YOU TO THE ANDERTONS 

We want to thank one of our     
former families, the Andertons, for 
recently donating the proceeds 
from their bobby calves to the 
school. It is a huge blessing when 
people continue to bless our     
students and school long after they 
have left the school. These proceeds are going toward Maths 
resources we are currently buying for every classroom. 

 

ATHLETICS CANCELLED 

Sadly last week the Matamata Inter-
School Athletics competition needed 
to be cancelled after persistent rain 
caused health and safety issues at the 
grounds our students were to compete on. A combination 
of sodden ground and an outburst of poisonous toadstools 
emerging in the field, along with highly unpredictable   
outbursts of rain meant the event was first postponed and 
then needed to be cancelled. 

In Term 1 each year we still have our Inter Christian School 
Athletics event at Porrit Stadium in Hamilton to look     
forward to. This event is for Years 3 - 8 and takes            
advantage of purpose built facilities along with some stiff 
competition from our Waikato and Bay of Plenty Christian 
schools. 

CHESS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 

An online programme for developing 
skills in Chess is being run in the        
holidays for interested people. 

It is suitable for children who have 
some experience with Chess. The online classes: 

• help develop problem solving skills 

• are interactive and hands on 

• a chance to develop new skills 

• are run by experienced professional coaches 

Dates: 19—23 December 2022 

              9— 27 January 2023      from 9AM—12:15PM 

Cost: $45/ session 

See chesspower.co.nz for more details 

 

Prayer Requests... 
We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s 
big on our minds at the moment: 

• Please pray for all the upcoming events we are 
involved in, for safety and protection, for good 
learning, and for God to really be glorified in the 
Christmas events where we are trying to be 
ambassadors for Him. 

• Please continue to pray for the Schutte and Visagie 
families, for healing and for the huge changes they 
are going through.  

• This year we have been driving our student 
development and achievement in Literacy and Maths 
hard. Please pray that this will have a significant 
positive impact on every student and show in our end 
of year results. 

• Please pray for our Year 8 students as they finish up 
and transition into College. Pray they will finish 
strongly and manage the change well. 

• Please pray for every family to really connect with 
God this Christmas, to have a great break and to be 
protected and  restored over the holiday period. 



 

 

Advertising Feature 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 
PRIZE GIVING 

This year’s prize giving is being held 
on Monday the 12th of December, 
6:30PM at Matamata Bible Church 
on Meura Street.  

It will be a slightly shorter event because of the production 
(the Christmas Walkthrough) already being completed the 
week before. We would appreciate it please if children can 
be there by 6:15PM in their best, clean school uniform to sit 
in their class groups. 

On the night we will have our normal 
prize giving celebrations mixed with 
Christmas songs that our students will 
perform. 

FINAL ASSEMBLY 

This term’s final assembly will be on Friday the 9th at 
9:30AM in Room 5 at school. This is a different celebration 
from the prize giving as it is celebrating the term’s         
achievements as opposed to the year’s achievements. As 
always all family members are welcome to join us. 

VOLUNTEERS LUNCH 

On Tuesday the 13th of December 
we are looking forward to             
celebrating with many in our      
community who have spent         
considerable time during the year 
helping out the school, staff and 
students. There are a lot of people 
on the guest list and we are         
sincerely hoping we have not missed anyone out. Invitations 
will be coming out soon.  

People have contributed in many ways by helping in         
classrooms and helping with the grounds through to helping 
organise and execute events such as the Christmas 
Walkthrough and Light Party. There are too many individual 
activities to list but we are immeasurably grateful to all. 

If you are one of our volunteers we would love to see you 
here at 12:30PM on the 13th. 

SCHOOL REPORTS 

On Monday the 12th students will bring home 
their end of year school reports if they are in 
Years 4—8. These are full school reports and 
outline their progress in all learning areas. Year 
1—3 students are on a different time cycle and may have 
brought theirs home during the year when they completed 
one, two or three years of schooling. If they are due in      
February these have been written and will be sent out now 
too.  

On the same day students will also bring home their Learning 
Journals for the year. Please note we do not have a Learning 
Journal evening in Term 4 but you may feel free to catch up 
with staff over the remainder of the term if there are       
questions you may have. 

 

INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL BOARD 

Now that we have formed a new School Board I am       
introducing each member to you. There are eight       
members to introduce you to. 

Fourth in our introduction series is one of our new Board       
members who has been elected as a parent                           
representative:  

Cam Nicholls: 

Hello everyone, my name is Cameron Nicholls and I am 
looking forward to serving our school community as a 
School Board parent representative. 

Please let me share a little bit about our family. Emma 
Jayne and I are very privileged and proud to have four 
beautiful children with Lachlan, Gabriela and Blythe all 
attending Matamata Christian School (MCS), and last but 
not least Ciana, our latest addition to the clan, who has 
just turned one! Ciana is bustling around home, busy and 
active trying to keep up with her older siblings. 

Matamata has been our home for nearly eight years and 
we love serving and living in our community. We both 
come from farming backgrounds and enjoy the rural 
aspect of Matamata.  

Previously I spent some time working for HJ Heinz and 
playing rugby in the UK, and that is where I met Emma 
Jayne who was nursing in London. 

I currently work as a National Business Development 
Manager for NZ Safety Blackwoods looking after some of 
our key construction customers. I am passionate about my 
work, however it does take me away from home from 
time to time (mostly to Auckland) but I do have the 
autonomy to work from home. 

One of the key reasons we moved to Matamata was 
because of MCS, which has exceeded our expectations. 
Over the past five years I have been involved in cricket 
coaching, home-work club, school camps, the light party 
and some TV promotional work (promoting MCS through 
the New Zealand Association for Christian Schools)! 

I am excited about serving on our School Board and will be 
looking to leverage my professional work experience to 
help serve you and our school family. 

Kind regards 

Cam Nicholls 



 

 

Dates for your Calendar 
 

November - Whiringa-ā-rangi 

29th  Viola Mufti Day—Theme Letter M 

30th  4 1/2 Year Old Programme 

 

December - Hokihea 

  1st  Cricket at School 

  1st  PCE Board Meeting 

  3rd  Christmas Parade 

  3rd  Christmas in the Park 

  6th  Parent Connect Group 

  6th  Christmas Walkthrough 

  7th  Final Tech Arts 

  8th  Choir @ Fireside (Presbyterian Church)  

  9th  End of Term Assembly 

  9th   Lunch Pizza Treat 

  9th  Year 8 Leavers Party 

10th  Board Staff Christmas Dinner 

12th  School Reports Come Home 

12th  Prize Giving 

13th  Volunteer’s Lunch 

15th  Last Day of School 

 

January - Kohitātea 

23rd  School Office opens 

24th  Uniform Shop Open 10AM—2PM 

26th  Uniform Shop Open 10AM—2PM 

 

February - Hui-tanguru 

  1st  Term 1 Begins 

  6th  Waitangi Day 

15th  Miniball Season Begins 

Church Community Notices 

This column has been set up to support local church and 
Christian community events. If your church has an      
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for 
free by sending details or advertising to 
office@matamata.school.nz 
 

Even More News - Kawepūrongo 
VIOLA MUFTI DAY 

Tomorrow, Tuesday the 29th of November, 
we are scheduling our last Viola mufti day 
for the year. We have been supporting   
Viola as our school’s World Vision         
sponsored child for a number of years now 
as part of outworking our service and    
compassion school core values. To meet 
our commitment of sponsorship we have a 
mufti day each term and sometimes run other activities to 
try to raise the required money. 

This term our senior student leadership team have a theme 
for those who want to dress to it—the letter M. You can 
dress to anything suitable that begins with the letter M. 
Have fun! 

To take part in mufti day we ask please for a gold coin       
donation. We very much appreciate all those who regularly 
give more to try and help us meet the target over the year. 


