
 

 Contact Information:     Phone:  888 5444             Email:  office@matamata.school.nz             Website:  www.matamata.school.nz 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

Phone:  888 5444  Text: 027 361 7004   Email:  office@matamata.school.nz   Website:  www.matamata.school.nz            find us on Facebook 

A LEGENDARY CHESS CHAMPION 
Last term at Sports Camp Nzyed Avergonzado triumphed and 
brought home the Chess trophy for our school, just over a week 
ago he did it again with different competition! 

The annual Inter-Christian School Speech and Chess Competition 
took place at Bethlehem Chapman College in Rotorua just over a 
week ago. Seven students represented our school against our 
Christian schools from around the Waikato and Bay of Plenty in 
speeches and chess. Nzyed once again shone in chess in his age 
group while Lachlan Nicholls took third place in the same age group. This was a big statement 
to make against some stiff competition. Well done Nzyed and Lachie and of course Room 2 who 
practise against them.  

 

LIGHTING UP OUR COMMUNITY 

A huge thank you to all who helped out with this year’s Light Party on   
October 31st and our generous sponsors. This was once again an action 
packed event with games, activities, challenges, a great message, good 
food and lots of     lollies. This event seems to be getting bigger and more 
popular every year. To illustrate the point 2 000 sausages were cooked 
for all the children and parents who attended with each person being 
able to get one each. 

An enormous amount of work goes into this event from a huge collective 
group, mainly from the Matamata Baptist Church community. Children 
are welcome from across the community with the idea being about              
celebrating things that are wholesome and fun and keeping the empha-
sis away from trick or treating. This is a great night and we hope you will 
all look forward to next year’s Light Party with great anticipation. 
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Prepare for Eternity 

Whakarawe mā mataora 

Whakareri mā āke tonu atu 
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki 
Because we are approaching the end of the year there are a 
lot of events on at present. These include curriculum and 
sport related events as well as all the things we do in the 
build up to Christmas. 

These are all part of the culture of this school and we very 
much encourage you to be a part of this with us. 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

For the end of this week we were excited to be putting on a 
community quiz night for the first time in many years.       
Unfortunately our key organiser has just contracted Covid 
and this means this event will now be delayed until next 
term. It has been many years since we have run a quiz night. 
This event  is about building up our school community and is 
not a fundraising event. It will be completely about coming 
together for fun, a few laughs and to get to know some of 
our other school families. When we run it the children will be 
supervised and  have a movie and snacks in the next room at 
Matamata Bible Church while adults will enjoy each other in 
the café. Please note you will not be able to drop your      
children off for this event, it will be a family together event, 
but you will be allowed to invite extended family and friends. 
Look out for it early next year. 

So now we build up to Christmas which is one of the two 
most important events in our calendar year. We put a lot 
into this particularly as we try to spread the news of what 
God did for us in sending His Son for each of us. We are 
desperate to take every opportunity we can to get this 
message, and teaching around it, out to our community. 

This year we are involved in a number of events and your 
children will be involved in many of these too. Please come 
and be part of these with us. If you want to help too we 
would be very grateful: 

• Christmas Parade. Today floats involved in the Christmas 
Parade are usually self promoting. We want to bring the 
focus back to Jesus. This event will be on Saturday the 
3rd of December. 

• Christmas in the Park. Our choir will be singing in this and 
again we are trying to keep Christ to the fore. This is a 
great community night and we encourage you to enjoy 
this event also on Saturday the 3rd of December. 

• Our big event is of course our Christmas Walkthrough. 
Alternating each year between this and our Christmas 
production this is our big opportunity to share God’s story 
in sending His Son to redeem His people and give us each 
the chance to live in true relationship with Him. The 
whole school is involved in this. Five main scenes will play 
out in each of our classrooms that people will walk 
through and watch the story unfold. At the end you have 
the opportunity to relax with a great community vibe, 
food and fellowship. The whole town is invited to this 
starting from 6PM on Tuesday the 6th of December. 
Invite everyone you can and if you want to help us please 
let us know, it’s a big event and we would welcome the 
help. This year’s script is written by our very own Mrs Jo 
Goodwin. 

• Our school choir will perform to the Fireside group at the 
Presbyterian Church on Thursday the 8th of December. 
Again they will be helping draw people’s attention to 
Christmas. 

 

• Our prizegiving will be held on the evening of Monday 
the 12th of December. Here we will celebrate the 
efforts of our students in 2022, and we will be singing 
together as we prepare our hearts for Christmas. 

This is a wonderful time of the year and again I invite you 
to be a part of this with us as we get God’s Word out. 

As I finish here can I conclude by introducing and         
welcoming two new students to the school recently. Evan 
McNally is a Year 5 student whose family is based at the 
YWAM base after moving over from America, and Joane 
Havenga joins us in Year 7 after their family moved       
recently from South Africa. We very much welcome the 
McNally and Havenga family to our school family. 

God bless 

Alistair Paterson 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests... 
We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s 
big on our minds at the moment: 

• Please continue to pray for the Schutte family and the 
huge changes they are going through.  

• Please pray for the Visagie family. More details about 
their needs can be found on page 4. 

• Please pray for one of our students, Johanna Lapuz. 
Many of you have prayed faithfully for Johanna for 
many years and she needs you to continue. See page 
4 for more details about Johanna too 

• Please pray for all the upcoming events we are 
involved in, for safety and protection, for good 
learning, and for God to really be glorified in the 
events where we are trying to promote His name. 

Beloved, do not 

good is from God; 
whoever does evil 
has not seen God. 

Service Quote 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose  

yourself in the service of others.”             

                   - Mahatma Gandhi

          



 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 
WELLINGTON TRIP 

As part of the incredible          
programme we run in our        
Intermediate (year 7 and 8) 
class, we will soon be taking the 
class to Wellington for the   
weekend. This is one of two incredibly special trips run over 
two years; our Northland trip which is part of our New      
Zealand Histories unit walking in the footsteps of people who 
originally shaped our nation, and Wellington where our    
students stay with Boxing legend Billy Graham. 

The next Northland trip will be next term on March the 
14th—17th. This is an incredible trip. If you have a child in 
the Senior class next year you may want to consider coming 
with us. 

This year’s Wellington trip is on Friday the 
25th to Sunday the 27th of November. 
This also is a special trip staying (perhaps 
for the last time) at Billy Graham’s Boxing         
Academy in Naenae. Here Billy, who is a 
deep Christian himself, will spend time 
inputting into our students and building 
them up. During the day our students will       
explore some of what Wellington is 
about—Parliament, Te Papa, the Gallipoli exhibition, the   
cable car and they will no doubt experience the infamous 
wind. Journeying there they will explore beehives in Taupō 
as part of our farming and permaculture work, and Waiouru 
Army Museum.  

This is always an impactful weekend. As always, we have 
tried to keep the costs as low as possible but recognise this is 
becoming increasingly difficult, especially with the cost of 
fuel. This year the cost is $115. We are determined not to let 
this be a burden on families, however, so please let us know 
if this is a struggle for your family. 

 

ATHLETICS DAY 

In Term 1 our school takes part in the 
Inter-Christian School Athletics Day at 
Porritt Stadium in Hamilton. In the past 
we have also had some select students who have wanted 
to take part in the Term 4 Inter School Athletics for       
Matamata schools. This year we have a number of         
students who would like to take part and we have sent a 
note home to indicate this. 

To compete students must be aged between 7 –11 years 
of age. Mrs Evans will be leading students from our school 
but we are also expected to provide two parents to help 
and will need help to transport to the Matamata Domain 
please. 

The day runs from 9AM—2:30PM on Wednesday the 23rd 
of November. Please send return slips that have come 
home back as soon as possible.  

PCE AGM 

The Peria Christian Education Board 
(the owner’s of the school) are having 
their AGM at 2:50PM this coming Thursday the 17th of 
November. If you are a member of PCE you will have    
recently received papers in the post. 

It is a requirement for PCE to hold an annual AGM. This is 
a quick meeting that highlights some of the things that 
have been happening in the school, shares what is being 
worked on and asks the meeting to ratify some of the    
decisions or Board appointments being made. The 
meeting is short and the Board would appreciate you   
staying back after school when you are picking up your 
children to attend this if you can please. 

DONATIONS SCHEME 

For 2023 the School Board has once 
again opted in to the government’s 
donations scheme. This means     
instead of the school asking parents 
for donations or to contribute toward most events we run 
during the year the government contributes an extra $150 
per student in our overall funding. 

As you can imagine this doesn’t go far but we try to     
manage costs very carefully to benefit our families. 

Camps and overnight events are key exceptions to the 
scheme but again we work very hard to keep these costs 
as low as possible for families too. 

 

 

The Landowner’s Son 

A Matamata Christian School 

Christmas Walkthrough 

One night only: Tuesday 6th December from 6PM 



 

 

Available 

Fridays 

News - Kawepūrongo 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Over the last years we have been   
supporting local by having Kodak & Black run our school   
photos. They are no longer able to do this so we are           
returning to PhotoLife Studios who specialise in school     
photographs. 

Our photos are scheduled for Thursday the 24th of            
November. PhotoLife have an online ordering and processing 
system so please take note of the following message from 
them about how to do this: 

This year our school photographs will be available for you to 
view and order online with PhotoLife Studios. 

Your child will shortly bring home an online slip with their 
unique Access Key detailed on it.  This Access Key will display 
all the photographs of your child.  It is then an easy process 
for you to shop online and purchase the photographs you 
want.  

If you place your order within three weeks of receiving your 
Access Key you will receive free delivery for your photo       
orders.  PhotoLife has agreed to despatch all the orders back 
to the school and your child will bring their photographs 
home.  

Any orders placed after this three week period will be sent 
directly to your specified delivery address and will incur a 
$6.00 postage & packing charge.  You will see this message 
when you go online to view and order your photographs.  

For those who don't have access to a computer or the online 
order system there will be a number of order envelopes 
available at the school office up until photo day.  

FAMILY SUPPORT 

For the Schutte family it has been over a month since the 
loss of Sean. Jess has family arriving soon and the hope is to 
continue helping with meal support for the next few weeks. 
The church has done an amazing job of supporting the family 
so far but we have been asked if any of our families are able 
to fill some of the upcoming gaps now. If you are keen to 
help please go to the link: 

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=LNPH9195  

We are also wanting to help the Visagie family with meals 
too. You will remember that Carel had a massive heart issue 
that left him fighting for his life with severe brain swelling. 
He is still in hospital and is expected to need 24/7 care for 
the rest of his life but we are praying for a miracle—he has 
been doing a little better than first expected. 

Marlien is coming home from hospital each day to look after 
the children after school. Some of our parents have asked 
about helping the Visagie’s with meals so our new Parents 
Connect Group are getting on board to help organise frozen 
meals and some baking for them. If you would like to help 
with either this would be really appreciated. There are no 
allergies or food aversions. EmJay is overseeing this and food 
can be dropped off to 5 Station Road but please ring her on 
021 772 731 to make sure someone is home first. 

PLEASE KEEP PRAYING FOR JOHANNA 

Last week Johanna Lapuz was back in hospital. Please keep 
praying for her as she has been very sick struggling with a 
fast heart rate and difficulty breathing. Johanna has returned 
home now but is still in a very poor way. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS SAM LEE 

We want to congratulate Sam Lee, a former student and 
son of Mrs Lee, who this last weekend married Chelsea 
Park in a stunning ceremony. We want to wish them all 
the best for the years ahead. 

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=LNPH9195


 

 

News - Kawepūrongo 
NEW PARENT CONNECT GROUP 

A number of our parents have got        
together and created a new parents    
connect group which meets fortnightly in the school library. 
This is an opportunity for parents to get together and enjoy a 
time of community together. The next get together will be 
on Tuesday the 22nd of November between 8:50—
10:50AM. Come and enjoy tea and coffee together and meet 
other school families. Pre-schoolers are very welcome. 

 

matamata.cybersafetyhub.nz 

INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL BOARD 

Now that we have formed a new School Board I am       
introducing each member to you. There are eight       
members to introduce you to. 

Third in our introduction series is one of our new Board       
members who has been elected as a  parent                           
representative:  

PJ Olivier: 

My name is PJ Olivier, I am a parent representative on the 
School Board. This is my first time serving on a school board.  
It is a great honour and privilege to be a part of the team.  

I am married to Marisa for 15 years.  We have three boys; 
Zako, Henko and Declan.  Zako and Henko joined MCS shortly 
after we arrived here from South Africa, now over 4 years 
ago. Declan will join the roll as soon as school starts in 2023.   

We used to live on our family farm in South Africa – that’s 
why we enjoy being active and spending time outdoors. 

I have done a long list of things in my life.   

A few highlights:  

• Being baptised in 2004 on my birthday with my parents 
and Marisa present.   

• Going to University at the age of 24 to study Sport       
Science.   

• Getting married to Marisa in 2007.   

• Working and living in London for 2.5 years – where Zako 
was born.   

• Marisa’s baptism, in a lake, in London, again on my    
birthday.   

• In 2011 we went back to the family farm to farm with my 
parents.  

We’ve experienced the best that Africa has to offer.  From a 
house church fellowship with amazing friends and family in 
Christ, to good rains, flood water and abundant feed.  We 
have seen fields of barley, oats, lucerne and garlic grow.  We 
have held tiny ostrich chicks, baby goats and soft Merino 
lambs.  If we look back on our lives it is evident that we have 
encountered so many blessings and we certainly have a lot to 
be thankful for. The Lord has led us to where we are today.   

Further highlights include Henko’s arrival in 2013 and        
Declan’s in 2018, just 7 months before we packed up our   
entire lives to move 12,000 kms to NZ.  We are so thankful 
for amazing people who have made us feel at home when we 
first arrived.  MCS played a massive part in welcoming us.  
Zako and Henko weren’t fluent in speaking English at all, but 
within weeks they were settled in and had made friends.  
With the assistance of 
the amazing staff at 
MCS, the boys have 
found their stride.   

We live in challenging 
times where our faith 
will be tested daily.  
With the help of the 
Holy Spirit within us, 
we should let the love 
of Jesus shine through 
us. Love the truth and 
make Godly decisions.  

http://matamata.cybersafetyhub.nz/


 

 

           Matamata Christian School 
                                                                              COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES 

COMMUNITY NOTE 

Matamata Christian School values feedback and believes this is an important way for it to improve its performance. It       
believes complaints are a part of this and wishes to be able to resolve these in order to avoid anything standing in the 
way of it achieving its goals. Therefore anyone who may have a complaint about any part of the school life is               
encouraged to bring those complaints forward in a biblical manner. This means: 

To resolve conflict - 

"If your brother sins against you, go to him and show him his fault. But do it privately, just between yourselves. If he 
listens to you, you have won your brother back. But if he will not listen to you, take one or two other persons with you, 
so that 'every accusation may be upheld by the testimony of two or more witnesses’, as the scripture says.”                       
             –  Matthew 18:15-16 

In response to complaints - 

“Remember this, my dear friends! Everyone must be quick to listen, but slow to speak and slow to become angry.”                                       
             – James 1:19 

“Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you.”                          
             – Ephesians 4:32 

Please remember that complaints can be embarrassing for people. It is important to respect a person’s integrity by              
approaching them in confidence first to resolve this rather than sharing this with others. If a complaint is about     
wrongdoing between students at school please do not try to resolve this directly between other parents but get the 
classroom teacher to resolve this between families. 

If a complaint is about a Board of Trustees issue or matter please use their complaints procedures chart (available from 
school). 



 

 

 



 

 

Dates for your Calendar 
 

November - Whiringa-ā-rangi 

16th  4 
1
/2 Year Old Programme 

16th  Miniball 

17th  Years 5—8: Hill Farm Planting Visit 

17th  PCE AGM 

17th  Touch Rugby 

22nd  Parent Connect Group 

22nd  School Board Meeting 

23rd  4 
1
/2 Year Old Programme 

23rd  Interschool Athletics 

23rd  Miniball 

24th  School Photos 

24th  Global Leadership Summit @ MCS 

25th—27th Senior Class Wellington Trip 

29th  Viola Mufti Day 

30th  4 
1
/2 Year Old Programme 

 

December - Hokihea 

  1st  Cricket at School 

  1st  PCE Board Meeting 

  3rd  Christmas Parade 

  3rd  Christmas in the Park 

  6th  Parent Connect Group 

  6th  Christmas Walkthrough 

  8th  Choir @ Fireside (Presbyterian Church)  

  9th  End of Term Assembly 

  9th   Lunch Pizza Treat 

  9th  Year 8 Leavers Party 

10th  Board Staff Christmas Dinner 

12th  School Reports Come Home 

12th  Prize Giving 

Church Community Notices 

This column has been set up to support local church and 
Christian community events. If your church has an      
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for 
free by sending details or advertising to 
office@matamata.school.nz 

Even More News - Kawepūrongo 
STONE PAINTING 

On Ag Day the school had a small art 
challenge to paint rocks, with a   
background colour of their house 
teams, include a message to people 
who come across them, and place 
them out in public places around 
Matamata. 

The challenge is now on for students to find these rocks and 
take a photo of one from each house team. During            
November we will be giving away a chocolate to all students 
who find and take a photo of a rock that represents each of 
the four school house teams—Carmichael (blue), Mueller 
(red), Tyndale (green), and Wesley (gold or yellow). These 
chocolate prizes will be given out each week at Assembly.  

Join the challenge. 

RETURN TROPHIES PLEASE 

With us approaching the end of the year can we 
please ask all students who earned trophies at 
the end of last year to now return these so we 
can prepare them for this year’s prize giving. 
Please do not attempt to polish them, we will do this when 
they are returned. 

A big thanks to all those who have already returned theirs. 

THURSDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 

@ MATAMATA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

Please contact the school office to be included 

LAST CHANCE TO BE INCLUDED—ATTENDANCE IS FREE! 


