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LET THERE BE LIGHT
Tonight children in Matamata have the opportunity to attend Matamata’s annual Light Party. The Light Party has been
running for years as an alternative to Halloween, trying to get our kids off the streets and away from unknowingly
celebrating evil, to instead celebrating things that are good and wholesome and fun.
Matamata Baptist Church and Matamata Christian School have partnered each year to put this event on for our
community. This year it will run from 5:30PM—7:30PM at Matamata Baptist Church. Children can come and join in for
games, challenges, activities, food, lollies, prizes and a message.
The Light Party has become one of the highlights of Matamata’s calendar and we encourage you to round up your
children, neighbours and friends, and come and be a part of this with us. Kids can dress up (but no scary costumes
please). Parents are very welcome to stay.
See you tonight.

FARMING WITH THE BURGESS FAMILY
In the first week of term we were thrilled to spend the day exploring farming at the Burgess farm. Students got to see
cows milked, calves fed, cows fed, the milk taken away by tanker and had some quick science lessons about grass, feed,
environmental approaches and the differences between cow types. Of course a great highlight had to be when the cows
in front of them started going to the toilet—what a reaction!
Huge thanks goes to the Burgess family for hosting the whole school and DairyNZ for sponsoring the bus and having
goodie packs for each student.
Our Year 5—8 students will next be going out to the Hill farm on Thursday the 17th of November to do riparian planting
as part of their service-learning work.
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki
On behalf of all our staff thank you all so very much for
supporting us all and enabling us to attend Pastor Sean
Schutte’s funeral service last Friday. I saw many of you there
and I am sure you will agree that his life was an enormous
encouragement to all of us to live a full life in God. While we
will miss him it is exciting to know we can be reunited with
him and others one day too.
Why a Light Party Tonight?
Tonight is our annual Light Party held at
Matamata Baptist Church. I want to commend
this event to you for your children and even as a
whole family event. A lot of very clever planning
goes into this and a huge number of locals take up the
opportunity to come and delight in activities that are
wholesome, fun and safe. We want to thank all those
involved from our school and community; volunteer helpers,
event creators, sponsors and of course all of you that go
tonight.
The Light Party is something we have run now for well over
ten years. For at least 20 years our school has tried to
address Halloween from a spiritual standpoint. Some of you
may wonder why we have been so vocal on this and whether
we have just been trying to put a damper on community fun.
That’s not it at all.
Halloween is still a relatively new celebration in New
Zealand. While it may appear to be a chance to dress up and
scare people there is a much more sinister side to it that
should not be ignored. In the middle of this newsletter you
will find a flier included we have put together that outlines a
lot of the background and heritage to this event. I encourage
you to peruse this for yourself.
While for most who participate in Halloween there is no
intent to take part in any of these ancient or occultic
practices, there is still a strong link to them that should not
be dabbled in lightly. And unlike other celebrations such as
the symbols attached to Easter and Christmas which also
have pagan roots, with Halloween there is nothing good that
is being celebrated in behind it.
Beloved, do not
To address the rise of this event around
imitate evil but
20 years ago our Senior class started an
imitate good.
outreach into the community each
Whoever does
good is from God; October the 31st. Our students went in
whoever does evil pairs going door-to-door giving away
has not seen God. treats to each household instead of
- 3 John 1:11
asking for treats. The idea was to spread
a message of Christian cheer through
the giving of lollies and tracts about
what we represented. Later we introduced a Light Party to
the community to try and spread an alternative of fun
celebrating good and wholesome activities with prizes, food
and treats to our Pre-school, Primary and Intermediate aged
children. This started off small and only really gained
momentum after Matamata Baptist Church asked to be a key
partner in the event. Since then the church has taken the
lead on this and every year it has grown stronger both in
those involved, and those who have attended.
The key goal of this event, as it always has been, is to get our
kids off the streets and away from being involved in things
rooted in pagan influences, and celebrating instead things
that are wholesome and good.

1 John 1

Take no part in
the unfruitful
works of darkness,
but instead
expose them.

Thank you again to all of you who will
come tonight. Celebrate good with us
and have a great time.

- Ephesians 5:11

God bless
Alistair Paterson

Prayer Requests...
We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s
big on our minds at the moment:
• Please continue to pray for the whole Schutte family,

and especially Jessica and Kenzy after the loss of Sean.
• Please pray for the Visagie family. Over a week ago

Carel had a huge heart event which has left him
severely compromised. See page 5 for more
information.
• Please pray for the success of tonight’s Light Party.

Pray that every aspect of the event will be a success
and that it will be a real blessing keeping people
focussed on things that are good and great and away
from evil.
• This week we have a small number of our students
travelling to Bethlehem Chapman College to compete
in the Speech and Chess Competition. Please pray for
confidence but humility too, safe travels and positive
experiences and growth.
• This year we have been driving our student
development and achievement in Literacy and Maths
hard. Please pray that this will have a significant
positive impact on every student.

News - Kawepūrongo
AG AND GROUP DAY
On the Thursday of the first week of term we had our annual
Ag Day event, followed up by Group Day the next day. While
we didn’t have a lot of entries in the claves and lambs this
year, the standard was very high and our students all put in
strong performances.
We were also very impressed with the rest of the school who
went out to watch some of the competition and who, after a
day at the farm, seemed to know how to be really quiet and
careful around the animals.
Sophie Burgess took a clean sweep of the top calf placings
from brother Alex Burgess and Toby Thurlow, while the lamb
top placings were spread across David Sinclair and Isla and
Aria Uerata.
At Group Day our students did well again in various
categories but Sophie once again triumphed taking the
Champion Dairy Light Calf award!
Sophie, Alex and Toby teamed up at the end for an
impromptu calf team leading event and finished fourth for
our school. Well done to our six competitors this year.

STONE PAINTING
On the same day as Ag Day the rest of the school had a
small art challenge where they painted rocks, with a
background colour of their house teams, and a message to
people who come across them.
The challenge now is for students to go and hide their rock
out in a public place around Matamata. Please don’t hide
these so well that it is impossible to find as this will take
the fun out of looking. Equally, please don’t hide them on
your property as we do not want to encourage students
entering people’s property.
During November we will be giving away a chocolate to all
students who find and take a photo of a rock that
represents each of the four school house teams—
Carmichael (blue), Mueller (red), Tyndale (green), and
Wesley (gold or yellow). These will be given out each week
at Assembly.

We also want to acknowledge LJ Hooker who sponsored
our Ag Day and stone painting by putting on a sausage
sizzle for us at their own expense. This certainly added to
the festive occasion of the day and allowed every student
and the adults that were present to have a free sausage
each.

News - Kawepūrongo
SCHOOL PHOTOS
Over the last years we have been
supporting local by having Kodak & Black run our school
photos. They are no longer able to do this so we are
returning to PhotoLife Studios who specialise in school
photographs.
Our photos are scheduled for Thursday the 24th of
November. PhotoLife have an online ordering and processing
system so please take note of the following message from
them about how to do this:
This year our school photographs will be available for you to
view and order online with PhotoLife Studios.
Your child will shortly bring home an online slip with their
unique Access Key detailed on it. This Access Key will display
all the photographs of your child. It is then an easy process
for you to shop online and purchase the photographs you
want.
If you place your order within three weeks of receiving your
Access Key you will receive free delivery for your photo
orders. PhotoLife has agreed to despatch all the orders back
to the school and your child will bring their photographs
home.
Any orders placed after this three week period will be sent
directly to your specified delivery address and will incur a
$6.00 postage & packing charge. You will see this message
when you go online to view and order your photographs.
For those who don't have access to a computer or the online
order system there will be a number of order envelopes
available at the school office up until photo day.

Available
Fridays

RETURN TROPHIES PLEASE
With us approaching the end of the year can we
please ask all students who earned trophies at
the end of last year to now return these so we
can prepare them for this year’s prize giving.
Please do not attempt to polish them, we will do this when
they are returned.
NATIONAL SHAKEOUT
Last Thursday our whole school
joined the National Shakeout
exercise by practising for an
earthquake at 9:30AM. As a school
we do regular fire and earthquake
drills and practise for a lockdown.

The Landowner’s Son
A Matamata Christian School
Christmas Walkthrough
One night only: Tuesday 6th December from 6PM

News - Kawepūrongo
YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED
One of our school families are in trouble and urgently need
your prayers please. The Visagie family have been part of our
school family for a few years now and farm near Tirau. Just
over a week ago Carel had major heart problems where a
main artery tore and caused a clot. After being hospitalised
he was sent home for the weekend but ended up back in
hospital again last week. His issues intensified and presently
his brain is very swollen and they are unsure of the extent of
the damage. He is lame on his right side and is unable to
speak when not sedated. His condition is extremely serious
and he is likely to need permanent fulltime care. He really
needs your considerable prayer now please.

NEW PARENT CONNECT GROUP
A number of our parents have got
together and created a new parents
connect group which will start on
Tuesday the 8th of November. This is
an opportunity for parents to get together and enjoy a
time of community together. The intention is to hold this
each fortnight in the school library between 8:50—
10:50AM. Tea and coffee will be available and preschoolers are very welcome so please come and enjoy
meeting other school families.

The Visage’s have two children. Francois was with us last
year and has since moved on to
College, Carli is still with us.
Marlien, the mum, is obviously
devasted and trying to manage
everything. We are trying to
work out how we might be able
to support the Visagie family
when they eventually return
home. If you would like to be
part if this when we have it
worked out, please let us know
through the school office.

matamata.cybersafetyhub.nz

Even More News - Kawepūrongo
SUMMER UNIFORM
All students should now please be in summer uniform. This
simply means going from shoes to black school sandals and
adding the school sunhat.
Sandals can cause a little bit of angst. In the
past we have only accepted Roman sandals but
we recognise the quality of these can be quite
mixed now and they are not particularly
comfortable. We have decided to accept black
sandals with wide straps and open toes to
help. It is important however not to choose
fashion styled ones as this cantradicts the
purpose of uniforms which is to place
everyone in the same presentation bracket.
We recognise that Year 8 students who are
leaving for College at the end of the year may need to have
different footwear for next year. If you are having to replace
their footwear from last summer they may either carry on
wearing their winter shoes and socks or families may buy
their 2023 summer footwear and wear these.
Sunhats are part of our health and safety protocol and need
to be worn as often as possible outside to help protect your
children from the dangers of the New Zealand sun. We also
recommend you apply sunscreen to your child at the start of
the school day for added protection. Skin cancer rates are
very high in New Zealand and older skin cancer sufferers
often have this attributed back to habits dating to their
childhood.
Please could all families carefully name all uniform items as
the summer is when more items tend to get misplaced or
accidentally picked up. Likewise could families please
regularly check that items brought home belong to you.

Dates for your Calendar
October - Whiringa –ā-nuku
31st
Light Party
November - Whiringa-ā-rangi
1st
PCE Special Meeting
2nd
4 1/2 Year Old Programme
2nd
Permaculture @ 1:30PM
2nd
Oxford Pies Pick Up
2nd
Miniball
3rd
Touch Rugby
4th
Bethlehem Chapman College Speech
and Chess Competition
8th
Parent Connect Group
9th
Maths Together @ 4 1/2 Year Programme
9th
Permaculture @1:30PM
9th
Miniball
10th
Touch Rugby
16th
Maths Together @ 4 1/2 Year Programme
16th
Miniball
17th
Years 5—8: Hill Farm Planting Visit
17th
PCE AGM
17th
Touch Rugby
18th
Quiz Night for School Community

Church Community Notices
This column has been set up to support local church and
Christian community events. If your church has an
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for
free by sending details or advertising to
office@matamata.school.nz

THURSDAY 24TH NOVEMBER
@ MATAMATA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Please contact the school office to be included

