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A SPECTACULAR END TO TERM 3
The last day of Term 3 was a spectacular end to the term. Our end of term assembly was a celebration of not just our
Term 3 achievers but also our medal winners from our eighth ever Olympirua. We were thrilled to have rowing Olympian
Gen Macky (formerly Gen Bahrent) come and talk about being an Olympian and then award our medals. You can see
some of the photo highlights on page 7.
We were thrilled to award our Rockstar Awards to students who had earned the required points over the term for
attendance, punctuality, homework completion and pride in wearing their correct uniform, and to award our prized
memory verse certificates for those who had put in the hard mahi to learn their memory verses over the term.
We also gave out our core value badges, this time for compassion, and one Principal’s Award. Our core value badges are
difficult to earn and only go to two people from each class who have been outstanding in demonstrating the term’s core
value. Principal Awards can be given for any other reason where a child has done or achieved something very special
whether inside or outside of school. No more than eight Principal Awards are given in a school year.
For Term 3 we were thrilled to give compassion badges to:
Room 5: Esther Velks and Eathan Williamson
Room 1: Gabriella Nicholls and Johanna Lapuz

Room 2: Arielle Tomlinson and Rylee Sinclair
Room 3: Samantha Hill and Ranginui Fallon-Haimona
Principal’s Award: Stuart Salmon

ELGREGOE THE ILLUSIONIST
To finish the last day of term we were thrilled to have our Christian illusionist friend Elgregoe up from Christchurch to put
on an amazing show of mind boggling tricks and to pass on his message about anti-bullying. These days Elgregoe rarely
comes to the North Island anymore but when he does we are one of four of his favourite schools he looks up and visits.
Elgregoe’s show is always amazing and it was
the perfect way to end a great term. Make sure
you ask your children what they enjoyed and got
from the show.
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From the Desk of the Tumuaki
Welcome back to the last term of the school year. It is also the
shortest at just under nine weeks in length and by far the busiest.
There are a lot of extra events on including sports and the
Christmas build-up which includes our bi-annual Christmas
Walkthrough we put on for the whole community.
We are thrilled to welcome two new families into our school today.
Caleb Lecky is a new entrant starting in the Junior class and the
Moore family have recently moved into the area and have been
home schooling. We welcome Jessica Moore into our Junior class
and Sophie and Rebekah into our Year 3/4 class. We also welcome
both the Moore’s and the Lecky’s into our school family.
Tribute to Pastor Sean Schutte
The last week of the school holidays was marred with the tragic
loss of Pastor Sean Schutte from Matamata Baptist Church. Sean
was killed in a car versus train accident just outside of Matamata
and his death has rocked not only the church community, but our
school community, the town and his family back in South Africa.

Sean and Jessica, with their daughter Kenzy, moved to Matamata
from South Africa in early 2019 after Jessica won a position
teaching in our Junior class. This was an enormous move for the
Schutte’s and one they had been trying to make for some time. A
short time after moving here we offered Sean a job as a part-time
PE teacher working with every class in our school, and he was
offered a part-time role with Matamata Baptist Church as their
Youth Pastor.
The Schutte’s continued in these roles until earlier this year when
Sean was offered a full-time position as a co-pastor with Declan
Smith at Matamata Baptist. Sean resigned from his role in our
school and so did Jessica in order to support Sean. Jessica took up a
part-time role in our school doing beginning teacher release and
has been a relief teacher. She continues in these roles and we are
pleased to have her still as part of our teaching staff.
Sean has been a fantastic pastor in our town. He has had a real
heart for people and has been an effective communicator with a
real love for God. It is because of this and his ability to really relate
to people that has impacted us all so greatly. Sean has worked with
every child in our school as a PE teacher, taking assemblies to talk
about God, and many of our senior students have been part of his
youth group. Through this he has really imparted his enthiusiasm
for God and sport (he used to be a PE teacher back in South Africa).
Most of us are really bewildered by Sean’s passing as he was still in
his 30’s, involved in a bizarre accident, and seemed to be climbing
in the amazing impact he was having in our community. He had not
peaked and seemed to have much he was going to achieve with us.
This on top of having a five year old daughter and amazing wife
illustrated that the Schutte’s were really just building their new
lives here in New Zealand.
We don’t know why God decided to take Sean home now. He
seemed to have a lot of work to do yet. But God has clearly
decided that His work is done here and he has been called home.
I’m very sure though, because of Sean’s faith and commitment to
God, that he has stood in Heaven and had those all important
words said to him, “Well done good and faithful servant, enter into
Heaven today.” What a special reception he will have had with his
maker and with great people who have gone before him.
Yes, his family that remain here are devasted at this untimely loss.
Family back in South Africa too who were looking forward to seeing
him again soon are equally devasted at their loss. But this is only a
temporary loss. Our time here on Earth is remarkably short and we
have all of eternity to look forward to yet.
And here lies a question that we must ponder too, the wake up call
we are given if we too aren’t ready to go which, as can be seen in
Sean’s case, can happen sooner than we think and with absolutely
no warning.

What is the journey you are on? Sean had made a commitment
long ago to accept Christ into his heart and to live a life
committed to following Him. Have you done that? And are you
living a life that shows that commitment?
The Bible points out that narrow is the path that people
journey when they follow God. This means that few travel it. It
is not easy and is full of challenges and temptations, but Jesus
promises that all who do it do it with Him. He gives us the Holy
Spirit as our helper to walk the journey with us. And the
promise He gives us is etermal life with Him in Heaven. This is
an incredible promise as it’s not something we deserve. But
when we accept Jesus into our lives, ask for forgiveness of our
sins that only He can grant us through what He did for us on
the Cross, and when we commit ourselves to living our lives His
Way, then this is the consequence we don’t deserve, but
through His mercy and grace we are granted. And Heaven will
always exceed any expectations you can ever have.
By comparison wide is the path that most people take. A
highway if you like that is busy with those that have decided
not to have God in their lives and not to commit themselves to
Him. Again, let me say, this is the journey that most take. It is
their absolute right to do so but it is a journey that ends in
grief. At the end of this journey the outcome is clear—there is
no place in Heaven for these people and so they will not be
there. Make no mistake this alternative is ugly. It is also
eternal, but it is not a party with like-minded friends like many
anticipate, it is pain at its worst. Remember, this is a choice. It
is not that God wants to send people here, it is the choice
people make when they decide they do not want to live a life
God’s way.
Don’t wait to make a choice thinking you may still have time
later. This choice is one for you to make for yourself, and only
you can make it. But there are consequences either way with
the choice you make.
If you need help with this and want to talk it through we have a
great community for this. You are welcome to come and talk
with us here at school but there are great churches in this town
all of whom would love to help you with this journey.

Regardless of where you are at, don’t delay in committing
yourself to God and taking your walk with Him seriously. He
wants you to have a relationship with Him more than anything.
Our time is short, so make the most of what time you have.
Sean is a huge loss to us. But he has been a wonderful example.
Left behind are Jessica and Kenzy whom we have an
opportunity to love and look after. As I write this we can’t
confirm what this need will look like but we hope to know
more this week when we confirm what the church is doing for
them. In the meantime please pray for them, for their families
back in South Africa, for the church and all our students whose
lives Sean has touched. Thank you to all those who have
emailed me and asked how they can help the Schutte’s. We will
know more soon.
God bless

Alistair Paterson

News - Kawepūrongo
LIGHT PARTY
Every year Matamata Christian School and
Matamata Baptist Church combine to put on
the children’s party of the year—the
Matamata Light Party. This is an alternative
event to Halloween for children and is a chance for us to
celebrate things in life that are good and wholesome.
This year, with Covid hopefully at bay, we are going back to a
normal onsite event. This is a party packed with free games,
prizes, lollies and food, along with a Christian message.
If you have never been to a Light Party this will be an event
not to miss.
Because of our partnership in running this event we really
need helpers that can help us with food preparation and
serving on the night please. There is a lot of food to move
and we need as much help as we can get. With all that is
happening at the Baptist Church with the loss of Sean it is
even more vital that we can be there to help in numbers
please. If you can help please let Sarah know as soon as
possible in the school office.
Remember the Light Party is always held as an alternative to
Halloween on the 31st of October. This year it falls on a
Monday night between 5 - 7PM.
OUR NEW BOARD CHAIR
With the election of a new School Board
late last term we now have a new
chairperson (renamed these days and
called the Presiding Member). Karlyn
Mataitoga was the only parent
representative who was carried over
from the former Board and was duly
elected into this Presiding Member role
too. Karlyn will be amazing in this role, she is a deep thinker,
and with her role managing the YWAM Base with her husband, she brings a very strong skillset too. Thanks for being
willing to lead Karlyn.

AG DAY
This Thursday the 20th of October
is Ag Day. While there are only a
small number of participants this
year everyone is allowed to come
along and watch the action.
If you have a child entered in this the school gates will be
open from 8:30AM to come in and set up. Judging
commences at 10AM.
LJ Hooker are an Ag Day sponsor this year and will have a
sausage sizzle running. Everyone will be able to buy a
sausage at half price because of their sponsorship—just $1
each!
During Ag Day the rest of the school has a painted rock
challenge this year. Our students will be carefully painting
a rock and putting a message on the
back. The idea is that they can then
go and place their rock out in a
public place for others to enjoy and
then pick up and move to another
part of the community—yes, this is a
thing! This will be done on Thursday
morning along with Ag Day in house teams.
We are also going to have a competition going over the
following few weeks for any students that find rocks out in
the community. The idea is that they grab a quick photo of
a rock from each team (identified by the four house team
colours—red, green, blue and gold) and send this in to
school.
Please note that we normally also have Pet Day and
Flower Day during Ag Day. We have decided to make
these a bi-annual event to help bolster interest and to
make these more affordable events for families. They will
run again next year.
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BURGESS FARM VISIT TOMORROW
In Terms 3 and 4 we are studying different types of farming
and how land is used. Tomorrow we are going on a whole
school trip to the Burgess farm to experience some of the
farming practices we have been studying.
Dairy NZ have paid for a bus to take all our students to the
farm from 9:30AM returning again at 1:30PM. Students need
to take their lunch, water bottle and sunhat and should wear
gumboots if they have them, or at least their black covered
school shoes otherwise. While they need to be in school
uniform, if they have overalls to wear this is recommended.
While all teachers will be there we would appreciate some
more parents joining us to increase our adult ratios. There is
no cost to families for this trip.
At enrolment you gave permission for your children to go on
trips such as this. If you do not want your child attending
please let us know immediately.
PERMACULTURE
As we continue our farming unit we will be looking more in
depth into permaculture, an environmentally sound way of
growing food in spaces we have
at home or school. Reverend
Andrew Evans has volunteered
to work with our whole school
on developing this on our
school grounds and will work
with students on Wednesday
afternoons. This work began
last term and your children
brought home homework through the holidays in the form of
growing seedlings to plant this week.

Available
Fridays

There is room for other parent or grandparent help in this
too. If you are interested in being part of this with us in
helping develop fruit and vegetable gardens, or would like to
learn more about permaculture too, we would welcome your
involvement. Please let us know.
At the end of last term we sent out a request to save any
large pieces of cardboard you may be throwing out for our
gardens please. These need to be uncoloured pieces rather
than brightly coloured packaging, though black printing is
okay. Corrugated cardboard is the gold standard if you have
it! This is an ongoing request as we will continue to use these
in our gardens and for making props for our Christmas
Walkthrough this year.

The Landowner’s Son
A Matamata Christian School
Christmas Walkthrough
One night only: Tuesday 6th December from 6PM
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MCS CHOIR AT THE AMP SHOW
On the first Saturday of the school holidays we were
delighted to be invited to have our school choir perform at
the AMP Show.
14 of our students were able to attend and did a beautiful
job of entertaining the crowd.
Special thanks goes to our music teacher Rika van der Linde,
her faithful helper and guitar player Rachel West, and to Mrs
Lee who transported children from in and out of town.

OXFORD PIES
During the school holidays families were emailed with the
opportunity to order pies, savouries, sausage rolls or
lamingtons as part of a school fundraiser we are running
to support classroom resources.
If you are interested in ordering any of these Oxford Pie
products please follow the links in the email sent to you or
go to our school website at www.matamata.school.nz and
scan the QR code.
All orders must be in by midnight Tuesday the 26th of
October and will be available for collection from school on
Wednesday the 2nd of November.
We are regularly investing in classroom resources from
technologies to hard resources, equipment and books to
help every child in the school and proceeds from this will
go to help.

DARZY DUMPLINGS
At the end of last term Darzy Ugalde celebrated his
birthday. As with any Darzy
occasion this was a big
event, and as it followed
National Dumpling Day,
Darzy wanted to celebrate
by bringing dumplings in
for his classmates,
extended friends and all
the staff! What a treat!

matamata.cybersafetyhub.nz

News - Kawepūrongo
GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
The Global Leadership Summit (GLS) is an annual event run
out of Willow Creek Church in the US. This huge event
features some of the world’s best leaders on stage talking
about leadership and promoting effective practice. This
event is videoed and then made available around the world
afterwards as day events.
Matamata Christian School’s leadership has attended this for
many years and has bought tickets for others to be part of
this too as a way of the school investing into local leadership.
This year we are privileged to be able to host a screening of
this year’s event which we will do in a spare classroom at
school. We would like to invite parents that would like to join
us. It starts at 9AM and will go through until the end of the
day on Thursday the 24th of November. The school has
covered the cost and lunch will be provided—this is part of
us investing into our parent and Christian community.
If you would like to come and be a part of this professional
development please let us know through the school office.

MINIBALL
Miniball starts this week at the new
Headon Stadium.
The Junior team (Years 2—4) will be
coached by Miss Holland. Their game is at
3:15PM both this week and next week.
The Senior game (Years 5—6) will be coached by Mr
Ugalde with their game at 3:45PM this week and 4PM next
week.
TOUCH RUGBY
Touch Rugby starts next week and will be
on Thursday afternoons. The draw is still to
be advised. We have two teams:
Years 5—6 with the team being coached by
Mr Hill.
Years 7—8 with the team being coached by Mr Lambert
and Grace Madanawa.
All the best to our new teams for the term!
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INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL BOARD

OLYMPIRUA PRIZE GIVING PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS

Now that we have formed a new School Board over the
next issues of the school newsletter I am going to
introduce each to you. There are eight members to
introduce you to.
Second in our introductions is a long serving team member
who comes on not as a parent representative, but as a
representative of Peria Christian Education (PCE), the
proprietors of the school:
Spence Reichardt:
My name is Spence Reichardt, I am
married to Trish and we have four
grown up children and six
grandchildren, and Trish and I
foster a 12 year old child. We have
worshiped at Matamata Bible
Church since moving to Matamata in November 1997.
It has been my pleasure to serve on the MCS School Board
for the past 18 years after being co-opted on in May 2004,
and to serve as chairman from July 2005 to May 2013.
Presently I continue to serve as a Proprietor Board
representative.
In October 2012 I was seconded onto the Proprietor Board
of Matamata Christian School Association Inc, now known
as Peria Christian Education Inc, and was Chairman of that
Board from April 2013 to March 2018. I continue to serve
on that Board also.
I am a founding Trustee of the Kid on the Rock Foundation
and have chaired that Board from inception in 2009 to the
present.
I was one of the team that negotiated the transfer of the
ailing Tower Road Christian Preschool into the control of
Peria Christian Education Inc during 2016. As a founding
director, I chaired the Board of Directors of the controlling
company, Matamata Christian Early Learning Centres
Limited, which took over operation of the preschool from
January 2017. Unfortunately, we were only able to
continue the operation of the preschool for a further 5
years until closing late 2021.
I have had a varied working career with experience as a
cash register technician and in retail, forestry and farming
as a 50% sharemilker. I have experience in Christian
camping, managing Kiwi Ranch in Rotorua for a year
before it was sold, and also in accounting, firstly in public
practice in my own firm, and latterly working for a large
Matamata company until December 2018. Now self
employed, I am presently developing an app to assist
parents with the raising of their children.
During my time with the school and preschool I have been
blessed to work with many wonderful and hard working
people including staff, Board members and other
volunteers who have always had, and continue to have on
their hearts, the best interest of the most important
people in the school, the children.

Even More News - Kawepūrongo
SUMMER UNIFORM
Now that we are in Term 4 all students need to please be
changing over into summer uniform. In effect this simply
means going from shoes to black school sandals and adding
the school sunhat.
Sandals can cause a little bit of angst. In the
past we have only accepted Roman sandals but
we recognise the quality of these can be quite
mixed now and they are not particularly
comfortable. We have decided to accept black
sandals with wide straps and open toes to
help. It is important however not to choose
fashion styled ones as this cantradicts the
purpose of uniforms which is to place
everyone in the same presentation bracket.
We recognise that Year 8 students who are
leaving for College at the end of the year may
need to have different footwear for next year. If you are
having to replace their footwear from last summer they may
either carry on wearing their winter shoes and socks or
families may buy their 2023 summer footwear and wear
these.
Sunhats are part of our health and safety protocol and need
to be worn as often as possible outside to help protect your
children from the dangers of the New Zealand sun. We also
recommend you apply sunscreen to your child at the start of
the school day for added protection. Skin cancer rates are
very high in New Zealand and older skin cancer sufferers
often have this attributed back to habits dating to their
childhood.

Please could all families carefully name all uniform items as
the summer is when more items tend to get misplaced or
accidentally picked up. Likewise could families please
regularly check that items brought home belong to your
family and not another child in the school.

Prayer Requests...
We appreciate your prayers for the school. Here’s what’s
big on our minds at the moment:
• Please pray for the whole Schutte family, and

especially Jessica and Kenzy with the loss of Sean last
week.
• Please pray for the success of the coming Light Party.

Pray for the provision of all the helpers needed and
that this will be an event that is a real blessing and
keeps people focussed on things that are good and
great and away from evil.
• We have a lot of events on this term. Please pray for
their success, safety and positive impact.
• This year we have been driving our student

development and achievement in Literacy and Maths
hard. Please pray that this will have a significant
impact on every student.
• Please pray for the development of every student

academically, spiritually and physically now as God
prepares each for the plan He has for them.

Church Community Notices
This column has been set up to support local church and
Christian community events. If your church has an
exciting event coming up they can advertise it here for
free by sending details or advertising to
office@matamata.school.nz

THURSDAY 24TH NOVEMBER
@ MATAMATA CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Please contact the school office to be included
Dates for your Calendar
October - Whiringa –ā-nuku
18th
Burgess Farm Visit (Whole School)
18th
School Board Meeting
19th
4 1/2 Year Old Programme Continues
19th
Permaculture Starts 1:30PM
19th
Miniball Starts
20th
Ag Day
20th
Art Challenge
21st
Group Day
24th
Labour Day—National Holiday
25th
School Patrol Training
25th
Oxford Pie Orders Close
26th
Maths Together Starts @ 4 1/2 Year Old
Programme
26th
Permaculture @ 1:30PM
26th
Miniball
27th
Touch Rugby Starts
31st
Light Party
November - Whiringa-ā-rangi
1st
PCE Special Meeting
2nd
4 1/2 Year Old Programme
2nd
Permaculture @ 1:30PM
2nd
Oxford Pies Pick Up
2nd
Miniball
3rd
Touch Rugby
4th
Bethlehem Chapman College Speech
and Chess Competition
5th
Finlay Park Grandparents Day
9th
Maths Together 2 @ 4 1/2 Year Programme

